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A certain instructor of Old Testament once asked his
students the following simple but poignant question; ”How
does God reveal Himself to Man?” Immediately, several hands
went up. The students were called upon severally to express
themselves. It was discovered during the course of the dis¬
cussion that God reveals Himself in many ways -- through
nature, The Holy Bible, the experiences of others and through
our own personal lives.
Thus, it is that a person may learn about Liberia, West
Africa, in many ways. He may learn by reading books, magazines
and news reels which beautifully describe the physical
features of sunny Liberia. A still better way would be to
share the rich experiences of people from various parts of
Liberia, such as missionaries — merchants — sailors upon
the high seas — government officials and the Liberian students
who are studying abroad. But the best and most impressive way
of learning about Liberia would be from and through one’s actual
personal experience. Such a treat would never be forgotten!
It could not be expressed adequately in words. The memories
of various scenes and events would always linger as life-long
companions. The impressions of the glittering sandy beach,
where children gathered habitually to hunt beautiful seashells
and play with pebbles, would remain fondly in the person’s
mind. He would often take off time to recollect his ideas
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about the tribesmen In their primitive but well-organized
pattern of life* He might still remember some of them as
Christians, some as Mohammedans and others — though intense¬
ly religious — but with no organized system of religion* As
his thoughts wander into Ihe classroom, he could visualize the
enthusiasm and alertness in the faces of the Liberian children
as they listen attentively and hang breathlessly upon every
work that fell from their Instructor's lips* If he were a re¬
gular attendant at the church and church school, he wotild note
(and this is unfortunate), that almost every phase of the pro¬
gram of the local chiu?ch was adult-centered, and that there was
no special program for children and youth in many institutions*
However, the most unusual thing about such an inadequate
church program is that, despite the lack of an effective and
interpretative program, the young people very seldom break a-
way from the church* The reasons for this are obvious* To be¬
gin with, the children and yough live In an adialt world; they
often act, think, speak, pray and sing like their adult leaders*
They have been taught to go to church; there is nothing else to
do but obey, even though they might resent secretly, authorita¬
tive actions* 0, for a wise and liberal teacher, who like
Jesus, will not only be aware of the supreme worth of human per¬
sonality but can see, touch, and teach human beings as Individ-
uals with pectiliar characteristics at various levels of develop¬
ment!
This is the crux or heart of this writing — to define,
defend and present an effective program of youth work in the
Writer’s local church* Realizing the fact that a church program
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for youth includes not only the chiirch school but youth meet¬
ings on Sunday evening or at some other times, week-day
sessions and all other educational work of the church, the
Writer will endeavor through prayerful Christian ^proach, to
help youth find their ri^tful place in the total program of
the local church. To do this however, means much consecrated
and asserted effort, a deep spiritual Insight and interest in
youth work, a thorough acquaintance with the soclo-cultural
backgroomd of the particular group of yoxing people for whom the
program is prepared and a knowledge of the ovef-^ftll program of
the church in any community. It does not mean discarding all
that is already at hand within these young people’s environment
and ctilture or on the level of their development. History
affords no Instance, so far as the Writer knows, of any people
adopting an alien culture or new religion so completely as to
retain nothing of the old. A thorough wiping out of -ttie pri¬
mitive form is psychologically Impossible — and this is what
many forelgh missionaries to Liberia and else where fail to
grasp. Customs have a real meaning to those who practice them.
Many of these practices are pillars of political, social and
religious institutions. Therefore, to uproot them altogether
or even tamper with them may cause serious damage. There is
much in the tribal customs of Liberia, for example, which is
either good in Itself or can be made just a bit better with a
little skillful effort. Such customs then, should be sought
out, examined, cherished and conserved, for not only are they
perhaps corner-stones of Liberia’s morality but they are almost
always svire foundations for the superstructure of an effective
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and enr.lch.ed Christianity. It is the purpose of the Writer
to draw attention to some aspects of Liberia's cultin*al heri¬
tage which sho\J.d be retained as the basis for the develop¬
ment of a Christian personality.
The Writer intends to begin where these young people are,
and if needs be, to Introduce some effective foreign ideas and
methods which might be suitable to work with. After all, the
test of education comes through meaningful association through¬
out the learning process. In other words, the intention of the
Writer is embodied in this little story told by an African
Blacksmith:
I take, he was wont to say, an old hoe or the
remnant of an axe and out of it make a new tool. I do
not throw the iron away because in its present form it
is no longer usuable. I fashion it anew into a thing of
use and beauty. I am a refashioner.
Remember the words of our great Teacher and Master, ”I
come not to destroy but to f\alfill," that is, to make full what
is already there. It is the writer's aim to seek out the good
"kernel" in the Liberian youth, especially those of Camphor
Memorial Church (the local ch\n*ch of the Writer), and through
that "kernel" make them sense Ihe need for a higher, fuller,
moral and spiritual life.
CHAPTER I
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OP LIBERIA
WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS UPON
THE KROO TRIBE
Perhaps there is no continent in the world of which so
little is known as the continent of Africa. This statement
is all the more justified by the traditional view which the
outside world has perpetuated through the years in referring
to Africa as the Dark Continent. Indeed, Africa is a Dark
Continent in that her culture is hidden. The African purpose¬
ly conceals his virtues and culture from the civilized world;
he has done so ever since the overthrow of Egypt by Alexander
the Great. What land is more entitled to the best thoughts of
the outside world or deserving the most helpful service that
the United States and other Allied countries can render? Where
is the country with a history of more romantic interest or one
whose peoples have had a more varied experience or presented
more serious problems for the study of mankind? Men whose
names are among the greatest in history have been its explor¬
ers and students of its numerous languages and dialects. Its
soil and minerals are so rich until they have and still are
enticing the greed of the world. Matlons have vied with each
other since 35,000 years ago, not only in claiming possessions
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but in trading with the west coast of Africa,^ Some of these
earliest accounts of exploitation and colonization will be
stated briefly here. As early as the sixteenth century B# C,»
there were Sldonlan settlements along the coast of North Africa,
In 850 B. Tyre, aiother famous commercial city of Phoenicia,
founded the famed city of Carthage, in North Africa, This city
later became the center of Phoenician trade, Hamo, the Cartha-
genian, carried on a aeries of voyages in Africa, possibly
reaching Cape Mo\mt, the home of the writer. The Normans and
Genoese began their explorations in the fourteenth century A,D,
They went as far as Bassa Cove in Liberia, The Greeks first
entered Africa in' the seventh century B, C, They were chiefly
interested in colonization, Pedro de Cintra was the first
European to reach what is today known as the Territory of
Marshall in Liberia, He began his explorations in A, D, 1461,
It was he who named the Cabo do Monte as Cape Mount and Cape
Mesupado, two countries in Liberia, Christopher Columbus is be¬
lieved to have gone on two Portuguese expeditions to the west
coast of Africa, Today, the Portuguese own about 900,000 square
miles of territory on the southeastern and western coasts of
Prica, England was chiefly interested in colonization. She
entered Africa in A,. D, 1553 and steadily gained control of the
African soil. Today, England has 2,500,000 square miles of
1 —
Huberich, C, A,, The Political md Legislative History
of Liberia, "Vol, I, (New York: Central Book Company, Inc,,
1^4^?}, pp, 1-2,
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African territory — the largest area ecer owned by foreign¬
ers. The French, Dutch and Danes entered the continent of
Africa about the same time England did. The French were very
popular with the natives. The Dutch were mainly interested in
operating the gold coast — this land is however under the
British Flag today, The Germans entered Africa in the nine¬
teenth century. Because of their coarse behavior, the Africans
were not so friendly with them. The result was frequent re¬
bellion against the Germans on the part of the Africans. Prior
to World War I, the Germans owned S25>000 square miles of
African territory; after the war this fell into the hands of
the allies and was apportioned. Sweden had elaborate plans for
colonization at the close of the eighteenth century. Constant
warfare among the Africans did not enable her to carry out her
plans. It is not certain when Italy, Spain and Turkey began
operations in Africa. All that the writer is aware of is that
at the time of their colonizations, Italy had 600,000 square
miles of African territory, Spain had 215,000 square miles and
Turkey had BOO,000 square miles.
Is it any wonder why the continent of Africa suffered such
a terrific partitioning? Why have these explorations and ex¬
ploitations continued almost three and a half millenmins? Few
people realize the fact that the African continent contains
about one-third of the world»s production of chrome ore, one-
fifth of its maganese, ninety-eight per cent of the world's
supply of diamonds and the largest supply of vegetable oils
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the world. All of these resources are vital in times of
war and peace. We should never forget that although the
United States is the greatest industrial nation in the world,
her power to replace the materials needed for armament and
ships depends upon imports from other countries and upon the
maintenance of the control of the sea. Africa is so strate¬
gically situated that should she ever fall into the power of
the enemies of the allied countries, not only the United
States but the other allied nations as well, would lose great
material wealth and absolute control of the Mediterrenean and
Red Seas, the Indian Ocean and both the North and South
Atlantics. Africa, especially Liberia, has become more im¬
portant than ever as a source of strategic materials and a de¬
fense in time of war.
In the interest of commerce, merchant ships have naviga¬
ted the waters of Africa and the markets of the world are
open to its products. The story is told of a journalist, who
on being sent to investigate the manners and customs of a
certain primitive people reported briefly: "Manners - none,
customs - beastly." Thanks to the many scientists who have
made remarkable advance in social anthropology and ethnology.
Much admiration also goes to scholarly men who have made the
most heroic sacrifices, that they might acquaint the world,
of the present greatness and future responsibilities of
Africa.
1
Wells, C., Introducing Africa. (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1944), p. l^H
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Of all of Africa’s countries, Liberia claims the great¬
est degree of independence. According to the latest findings
by the United States War Department, Liberia has, out of
Africa’s 160,000,000 people only a population of 1,900,000.
The writer is fortunate to discover the following estimates
in a 1951 calendar from Monrovia, Liberia;
The population of Liberia is estimated to be
3,000,000 - divided into five groups; (1) Natives in
the interior, 2,000,000; (2) .... Natives living in the
civilized coastal towns, 940,000; (3) ... descendants
of the Pioneers, educated Aboriginees, Emigrants from
the V/est African Colonies, British V7est Indies and the
United States of America, 60,000; (4) Europeans and
Americans, principally missionaries, traders. Firestone
Plantation Company, Liberia Mining Personnels, etc.,
400; (5) Lebanese traders, 400.-^
Liberia is 45,000 square miles in length. Her coastline
is 350 miles long and it faces the Atlantic Ocean and the
Gulf of Guinea on the southwest. The interior border is from
75 to 150 miles away from the coast. Liberia falls into a
longitude from 7° 33" west to 11° 32” east and from 4° 22”
north to 50” south. The annual rainfall is between 90” to
170”.
Liberia is the finest forest region in West Africa. Gen¬
erally, the land is a plateau which rises 1,500 feet above sea
level. Her hills and mountains can be seen afar off as they
provide a sort of backbone against the southwest winds. These
winds really cause the growth of West Africa’s dense forests
I —
Williams, T. E. K., The El Warew Calendar. (Liberia; 1951)
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and valleys. The climate is distinctively tropical and the
average temperature is high. The lowlands and swampy coastal
plains are near the sea. The soil is so rich that twenty
different species of'rubber have been found to grow in Liberia.
Some of the chief products which the soil p:x)duces are rubber,
cocoa, coffee, bananas, fiber, rice (principle crop for food),
cassava, yams, peanuts, sugar cane, sweet potatoes, citrus
fruits such as oranges, lemon, grapefruit and tangerines, paw¬
paw, a variety of plums, okra, a variety of beans and peas,
onion, egg-plant, tomatoes, pepper, corn, cotton and products
of the palm trees — palm oil, palm wine and coconuts. By way
of passing, Liberia produces seventy-five per cent of the
world’s palm oil, a product used for making tin plates.
Liberia is endowed with natural advantage of soil and climate
for the abundant production of commercial plants. An exam¬
ple is the non-indigenous Hevea trees (rubber). The earth is
heavy with iron.
Most of the'country still rolls heavily with dense forest.
In such virgin soil, is locked most of Liberia’s mineral wealth.
Those who have irritated only its surface have discovered gold,
zinc, iron and a little diamond. With the operation of Bunker
Hill, in Montserrado County, more of Liberia’s mineral wealth
will be brought to light and will be in demand by the world
market. It is true that the inner life of the forest reveals
itself only to those who linger lovingly amidst its shadows.
Liberia is the home of the brilliant hisbiscus, of the steady
green traveler’s palm trees, of the lusty dark-blue African
(climbing) violets, a great variety of roses and lilies, the
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antlgonon, the honolulu creeper — a vine with masses of
bright pink flowers and other fast growing vines that bear
blossoms — ranging from pale blue to mauve — decorate its
hills and walls. The qulsqualls* commonly known as the
"bleeding heart", a semi-climbing perennial scrub with heart
shaped leaves that range in color from pink to deep crimson,
stands as a silent reminder of Mary, the Mother of Jesus as
she wept for her Son on the Cross* These are Just a few of
the numerous species of the Flora family, Liberia has many
pretty flowers that are still unnamed.
Animal life in Liberia is very unusual. There are
countless species of the animal kingdom of which the writer
shall attempt to list a few. The Chimpanzee and Dralra Monkey
are distinct species of the class Mammalia. Bats are found
almost everywhere, especially on the St. Paul River, The
pigmy hippopotamus, the whale, and a variety of fish lodge in
the sea, rivers, lakes, lagoons, and creeks. The antelope is
very beautiful; it is striped like the zebra. There are many
kinds of insects and mosquitoes, a few of which are flies,
fleas, ticks, jiggers, lice, cockroaches, butterflies, grass¬
hoppers and the anophele mosquito. Among the domesticated
animals, the dog is the most useful; he is considered as a
pet.
So much for the topographical side of Liberia. Let us
now seek to discover some of her human history. The story of
Liberia is a distinctive vari-peopled frontier, for Liberia
is the African "melting pot". The population is quite hetero-
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geneoiis as has already been mentioned. There are about
twenty-three indigenous tribes, the four largest groups be¬
ing the Kpwellies, Golas, KrDaws or Kroos and the Vais. The
Kpwellies live in the south, the Golas in the north, the
KrDaws or Kroos in the east and the Vais (the tribe to which
the writer belongs) in the west of Liberia. Any true history
of Liberia must be divided (for convenience), into two main
parts. It must deal with those who helped in the establish¬
ment and preservation of the little Republic (Amerlco-
Liberlans, West Indians, Congoes and South Americans); it
must Include those natives who have occupied this territory,
now called ’’Liberia” from earliest times (the natives or tribes).
We shall now deal severally with the two groups.
Liberia, as a nation, was born of an American ideal and an
American philosophy. It resulted from a number of problems re¬
lative to the status of the free American Negroes at the close
of the eighteenth and the early part of the nineteenth cent\aries.
To begin with, there was the problem of the presence of a con¬
siderable number of free Negroes in American communities, which
seemed to have no place for them. In 1790, prior to freeing the
Negroes, there were 49,357 slaves and 31,008 free Negroes in
Northern states including Vermont; in the Southern states there
were 657,527 slaves and 32,357 free Negroes.^ By 1820, the free
Negroes in both Northern and Southern states had risen to
1,538,128. Another problem was the insecurity of free Negroes,
I
Huberich, C. A., Op. Cit.. p. 7.
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At best, the Negro's position in America at this time was
uncomfortable. Chief Justice Taney describes it thus;
No free Negro whose ancestory were imported into
America and sold as slaves could become a member of the
political community formed by the Constitution. He could
not be entitled to all the rights, privileges aid im-
munities guaranteed by that instrimient to the citizens."*-
Each state was to do with the Negro as it pleased — either
consider him as a free citizen with equal rights or keep him
as a slave. At the time of the adoption of the Constitution
of America, Negroes were considered as subordinate or inferior
class of beings, who had prior to their freedom been subjugated
without rights by the dominant races. They were regarded unfit
to associate with the white race, either socially or politi¬
cally.
With such widely spread views, it seemed natural to cer¬
tain philanthropic persons, that the best thing to do was to
provice an ’’Asylum” for the free people of color somewhere in
Africa where they might set up a government and society of
their own. Very soon, charitable attempts were made by volun¬
tary groups through the process of colonization on the west
coast of Africa. Most of these philanthropists thought of
themselves as repatriating Negroes who themsemselves or through
their ancestors, had been torn away from their own homeland and
carried across the Atlantic Sea as slaves. Unfortunately, the
free Negroes were never taken back to their original localities.
The philanthropic movements simply succeeded in putting at two
spots on the west coast of Africa a heterogeneous body of persons
I —
Huberich, C. A., Op. Cit.
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who themselves or their ancestors came from localities widely
spread or scattered over the continent of Africa, Much praise
goes to the America Colonization Society, a voluntary associa¬
tion, for its laudable services in the development of Liberia
into a little Negro Republic. The chief end of this society
was to enable and stimulate Liberia to depend less and less
upon others and more upon herself. Its main purpose was to
assist in building a Negro Republic in Africa — a civilized,
progressive, Christian nation for the sake of itself and for
the sake of the benign influence it may have on the 200,000,000
or more Africans scattered all over the world.
Whatever might have been the obstacles that this little
Republic faced, it is safe to assert that the results thus far
are creditable to the Liberians. Despite oppositions from
hostile native tribes, tropical diseases in their worst forms,
an exacting climate with a raihfall of nearly 200 inches a year,
lack of natural harbors on the coast, lack of capital (funds)
for equipment and business, the greed of certain European nations
and infrequent contact with other civilized peoples, these first
settlers from America made some wonderful contributions to the
total culture of the peoples in Liberia, It is true, that
when the Pioneer Fathers were first removed from the injustices
of the "home of the brave and free", they found solace and re¬
pose in their new home. They gave themselves to leisure, self-
indulgence and little constructive work. They reclined, as it
were, in the arms of relaxation, freedom, supremacy and authori¬
ty. They concerned themselves chiefly with those things which
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they thought would demonstrate one's ability and capacity to
govern himself and those things which exhibit one's cower and
authority to rule and govern others. They very sparingly
attacked problems which we might consider essential and Indis-
penslble in any national sub-structure. Perhaps the reasons for
such an attitude might be due to a comparative consideration of
their early settlers were not fully ready to assume government
duties even though they far excelled their fellow neighbors who
first settled in Sierra Leone.^ The free Negroes from America
were carefully selected from among a large group of applicants
of whom nearly all were born free and tw^o-thirds of them could
read and write. On the contrary, the first settlers in Sierra
Leone from England were almost all ex-slaves, they had no edu¬
cation and had lived for many years after their liberty as ob¬
jects of charity.
It was not too long however, when these Pioneers threw off
their shackles of restfulness and self-indulgence. Through a
sort of "peaceful revolutionary transition", Liberia strove to
assume her place among nations of the world. Between the years
1847-1862, all of the prominent nations of the world had come
to recognize her as a freS soverlgn and independent state. These
early settlers devised a new and appropriate civilization for the
Negroes of West Africa. They preserved all that was good and
practical in the American culture — shedding what was inappro¬
priate. Most of them displayed Intelligence in Industry enter-
1~ ^ ’
Huberich, C. A., Op. Cit.. p. 7.
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prise and acquired and cultivated large rubber and coffee
farms* They labored hard to give their children a fairly
good education and contributed liberally to the support of
schools, chiarches and other public institutions. No better
citizens can be fotind in any country* Gradually, they at
last proved themselves capable of perpetuating self-govern¬
ment*
Thus far, we have notices how the early American Negroes
and their descendants have taken the lead in perpetuating the
political structure of the Liberian Republic* We must now
turn O'Ur attention to the twenty-three different tribes who
occupied the inland of Liberia long before the ret\n?n of
their brethren from America. These groups of people still
live in the hinterlands of Liberia with a few of them along
the west coast* The significance and the historical impor¬
tance of these tribes is inadequately known to a large extent*
In a general way, we know that the tribes of Liberia, have
grown from the emerging of familiar clans or groups of families*
This is the way it happened* A man took a wife (or several
wives), moved into a favored part of the interior of Liberia
and began a family. As the family increased and the soil
yielded richness, the husband bought or otherwise captured
additional wives from other families and clans* In due time,
the large family grew into a clan with their strongest or
best liked man as the village clan chief. As two or three
clans Increased they tended to become merged into tribes, each
led by a supreme head known as the Paramount chief*
17
Africa is the linguistic hunting ground* It has some
800 indigenous languages and dialects. Liberia alone has
four main languages with about eighteen or nineteen shades
or dialects* One of the four main languages is the KrDaw or
Kroo language* The Bassas, Manos, Deys, Gissies and Geys
speak different shades of the Kroo language* The official
language of Liberia is English but she keeps many of her
tribal languages and dialects alive and in use*
The African lives in youth; he grows old only in years
— never in spirit* He enjoys Jokes and is forever ready
to play* About one-third of his time is devoted to play and
recreation* There is innocent pleasure in the life of the
African youth* He has the gift of mirth, laxighs easily and
finds humor in simple occurences* This is the way that the
average African spends his day* He is awakened by the song
of the Pepper Bird, which always chirp at daybreak or around
4:45—5 o’clock in the morning* The sun never catches him
in bed in the morning unless in case of illness. He then
takes a bath and rushes to work* He works steadily at what¬
ever he has to do until 9:30 o’clock, at which time he eats
his first simple meal* He works again a little more and
rests at noon when ”the sxm is directly overhead"* He begins
at 4 p.m. where he left off from work and continues working
until 6 p.m., or until he sees the sun go down — (the African
tells his time by the sun). He takes his final meal at
6 p.m., after another bath. He then Joins others in groups
for the usual evening of Joy and good time, which he never
fails to take. When the moon is bright, he never goes to bed.
no matter how hard he had worked, arotand two in the morning*
The sound of the drum and the songs of happy hearts, fill
his soul with inexpressible delight. Indeed:
The night is filled with mtisic
And the cares that invest the day
Have folded their tents like the Arabs
And silently stolen away.
—Selected
Some of the leading phases of the African’s recreation
are dancing, wrestling, waring, swimming, spiking, running,
climbing, jumping, jack-stone and singing. Dancing is first
and most important type of recreation. It is in his blood.
The child can barely toddle when his mother begins to clap
her hands for him to dance. The dance is often intertwined
with the religious traditions of the African. The African
does all kinds of dancing — tap dances and stunts such as
dancing on ropes and stilts. All of his dances are co-sexual,
that is, even though both sexes participate in the dance, they
do not embrace each other. Those who have imitated the
African’s dances have become the sensations of the modern
stage. Music usually accompanies the dancing. It is one of
Africa’s greatest contributions to the world. Next in impor¬
tance is wrestling. It usually takes two persons — a
•’challenger'’, who boasts that "no man can put his back to the
ground” and a ’’contender”. The two persons stand about two
or three feet apart. If the challenger accepts his opponent,
they shake hands and the contest begins. No one is considered
thrown or defeated until his shoulders are flat on the ground.
Swimming is the greatest game for the Krues. They like to
swim great distances and then dive like a sea lion. Both men
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and women take delight in diving thirty or fifty feet after
coins which sailors drop from the decks of 12ie ship into the
water* Waring is the game of the aristocrats* It is based
on the principle of primitive warfare* Ten holes are cut
into a short thick block of wood, from on each side, with a
hole called "prison camp" on each end* Beans, smooth stones
or buttons are placed in these holes and are used as soldiers.
The point of the game is to drop the beans on the camps of
the opponent as to capture his* The Kroo children love to
play spiking, too. Something is hidden in a sand dome and a
mate is given so many chances to hurl a spike into the hidden
thing* The other games already named follow the same princi¬
ples as in Europe or the United States* The writer plans to
use these games in her proposed program of youth work in
Camphor Memorial Methodist Church*
Speaking in the broadest sense of the term, the natives
of Liberia are as "religious" as any group of primitive peo¬
ple would be* Even those who profess no definite form of re¬
ligion believe in the presence of some divine powers in cer¬
tain inanimate objects — spring or a body of water, trees,
animals or a stone* Those who are either Christians or
Mohammedans believe that God or "Allah" is the only ruler of
the universe* Fear is the dominant element in the African’s
religion. He believes and feels that he is always haxmted by
an invisible company of evil spirits which seek his injury or
death. Sacrifices are often offered to these spirits to ap¬
pease their wrath — if the believer is a Mohammedan or Pagan.
The Mohammedan religion, to whom the predecessors of the
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writer adhere, has 300,000 converts while Christianity has
only 40,000. The Mohammedan religion has some high moral
teachings. This is what Dr. J. H. Reed, one of the ex¬
presidents of the College of West Africa thinks about the in¬
fluence of the Mohammedan faith upon its members:
The Moslem religion make him (its convert), honest.
It has a tendency to make him fanatical and set in his
ways. It gives him a better education -- many of the
native Moslems read Arabic. When it comes to the matter
of strong drink, I have never met a more temperate class
of people than the'Moslems.'^
The African has within him a curious mixture of childlike
simplicity and obstinacy — of openess and duplicity which
makes it difficult to sum up his character briefly. He is an
ambivolent type of person. For instance, he is at once affec¬
tionate and gentle yet savage in his rage. He is almost al¬
ways loyal and seldom or never treacherous. His receptive
mental powers are greater than his reflective. He has a great
desire for knowledge and regards it as a valuable possession.
This desire for knowledge of books will help him onward in the
race he is to run. Eagerness to learn is a common feature to
most tribes.
Fundamentally speaking, the native African is alike all
other people; he has the same natural urges or drives —
hunger, sex, emotions (joy and sadness), as well as the pre¬
servation impulse or struggle for survival. The same under¬
guiding factors that influence the development of the individ¬
ual at different stages of development influence his physical,
—
Sheppard, R. B., Islamic Africa. (New York: The Methodist
Book Concern, 1914), p. 71.
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social, moral and religious and intellectual development —
the basic difference lies in the type of training and the en¬
vironment in which his development takes place. The writer
wishes to illustrate this point. The native African craves
flattery and attention just like other women. The mother
idolizes her infant — caring for him and weeping over him,
when something goes wrong, as any other mother might. The
African is no better or worse than other peoples in a similar
stage of environment, with their rites, customs and habits
which in all fairness, must be admitted to be more or less
typical of every racial group at some period of its evolution.
Take for example, the matter of marriage. Polygamy is by no
means peculiar to the African alone. It was practiced by
Asiatic peoples of lands bordering the Mediterrenean Sea. It
was quite popular among the ancient Jews. Abraham, "the father
of the faithful", had children by Sarah and his lawful wife and
Haggai, Sarah’s bondwoman. Jacob married two sisters and had
children not only by them but by their handmaids also. David,
the so-called "man after God’s own heart” had both wives and
concubines; his son Solomon had far more than he.
As other peoples have taken on new lights that have been
focused from many sources during the last 3,000 years, so it
is hoped that these natives will gradually make wholesome use
of better opportunities which might provide them with an entic¬
ing atmosphere. It is the writer’s earnest prayer, that in the
near future, with the combined efforts of Christian workers,
and the Liberian Government, these natives may be lifted to a
higher and better life in Jesus Christ. Already, " the morning
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light is breaking”, the darkness is slowly disappearing and we
are seeing promising results from these sons and daughters of
Liberia. There are forces at work which seem to be dis¬
pelling fear and defeat. Before examining these forces, how¬
ever, we must take an imaginary trip to Camphor Memorial
Methodist Church at Clara Town (the local church to which the '
writer belongs), and see the Kroos, especially the youth, at
work in their local church community.
CHAPTER II
A DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF THE PROGRAM
OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN CAMPHOR
MEMORIAL METHODIST CHURCH
Clara Town la the name of a very small community on the
north of Vai Town, Montsenado County. It is named in memory
of Mrs. Clara Lyon, the wife of one of the American Counsul
Generals to Liberia. Wishing to perpetuate the memory of his
beloved wife, the late Dr. Ernest Lyon secured twenty-five
acres of land from the Liberian Government, which he subse¬
quently gave to the Methodist Church. A small chapel was
built there to help meet the religious needs of the few peo¬
ple who first settled there. The pastor of Patten Memorial
Methodist Church of the Bureau of Krootown, was assigned to
the work at Clara Town. The original church building has
long since been destroyed; only the church bell remains. This
bell however, is in use by another Methodist Church just a
few miles from Clara Tovrn.
After the Bureau of Krootown, the then largest Kroo
community in Monrovia was demolished in 19^5> Q.uite a few
Kroos filtered into Clara Town. This helped to swell the
population almost overnight. Today, 53^ Kroos are living in
Clara Tovm. A temporary one-room thatch building was put up
and Bishop Willis J. King, Resident Bishop of the Methodist
Church in Liberia, appointed Reverend Monroe Phelphs as its
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pastor. After two years of service, Reverend Phelps was
assigned to another church and Reverend C. W. Duncan was
sent as pastor of Camphor Memorial Methodist Church, Rever¬
end Duncan had Just been re-admitted into the Annual Confer¬
ence when he tool over the work at Clara Town in 19^7. Be¬
cause of reasons unknown to the writer, he had resigned from
the Liberian Annual Conference several years ago during the
administration of the late Bishop M. W. Clair. Upon his re¬
signation, he organized an Independent church among the inhabi¬
tants of Krootown. When he rejoined the Liberian Annual Con¬
ference, he brought with him all of his members. Even the
properties of this independent enterprise such as the pulpil
blble, the bell, benches, tables, the communion set and a nice
large organ have all been put into the work at Clara Town. The
name of Reverend Duncan's former church was Camphor Memorial
Methodist Church. This same name has been given to the present
church of Clara Town.
As to the number of tribes in the little community church
at Clara Town, there is one main tribe —, the Kroos or KrDaw
family. This tribe is made up of several clans such as the
Gbelars, Carters, Betas and Gabos. The Kroos in Liberia ori¬
ginally came from a section of upper Nigeria, West Africa.^
During their invasion, most of them came down the Cavalla River
in Cape Palmas and entered the land of the Kumbas. The Bassas,
a clan of the Kroo group, were already living there. The Kumbas
resented the presence of the Kroos in their territory. The
i ^
Turner, W. L.. Under the Skin of the African, (Alabama;
The African Museum Association, 1946), p. 198.
25
result was an Inevitable war. The Kroos, under the leader¬
ship of Marblle- Jude, a great hero, subdued the Kumbas, making
thousands of them prisoners of war and domestic slaves. These
subjected people were distributed along the Kroo coast. Records
show that:
The Kumba prisoner multiplied so rapidly in domestic
slavery, that after a few years they number in the
millions. They became real problems to the KrDaw family.
Therefore, when the new world opened following the dis¬
covery of America, they were anxious to get rid of them.
When the Portuguese sailors opened negotiations to buy
slaves, they found a ready market on KrDaw coast. They
sold them their slaves but not their wives and children.^
After the slaves trade became popular, a number of white
traders began to slip ashore and capture prisoners without pay¬
ing for them, pretending that they did not know the difference
between the free Kroomen and the Kpwellies slaves. This was
brought to the attention of the chiefs of the various Kroo
clans. They decided to hold up the reade. When the white men
told them that they did not know the difference, the KrDaw
tribes agreed to mark their people in the face (forehead, chin
or cheek). All the members of the KrDaw therefore, who lived
near the sea coast and took part in selling slaves, had a mark
somewhere in their face to show that they were free. This
practice became a custom and it is continued even today.
Today, the Kroos occupy the coast of Liberia from Monrovia
to Cape Palmas — a thousand miles of sea front which streches
all the way from Sherbro Island to Fernandopo. They are great
seamen. As fisherman, they go out sometimes hundreds of miles
1
Turner, W. L., Op. Git., p. 198
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at sea in their canoes for deep sea fishing# They hook big
fish which takes sometime several hours to kill. Thus, they
supply fish to traders along the coast for a thousand miles.
It is claimed by an eminent Liberian historian that ’^these
Kroomen, while on these long fishing trips, were sometimes
blown out so far that they could not find their way back, and
wandered across the ocean to America and taught the American
Indians the use of tobacco, the practice of witchcraft and
herb medicines,”^ This might be true because all of the Kroos
(old and young) love tobacco and use it for many purposes. The
Bassa man is a witch doctor of notorious fame. The Kroos are
very outstanding in making hush medicines.
In appearance, the Kroos are large in size, strong and
well-proportioned. Like most of the tribesmen of Liberia,
they possess genius, are constant in friendship and very fear¬
less of defeat. They love their children even though they
bring them up very roughly. They are eager to learn. Many of
them have shown a likeness for education and a good many have
qualified as lawyers, accountants, teachers, printers, tailors
and as builders (construction work). The children spend their
leisure time in playing games which are both indigenous and
foreign in nature. They like to play football,swim, wrestle,
play jackstone, "chor-dor” and to dance. Both children and
adults like to sing especially while at work. In their rela¬
tionship with their parents, the children possess a rather high
degree of moral obligation and idealism.
1 —
Turner, ¥. L., Op. Git., p. 199.
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A truly "converted” African is a beautiful form of
Christian* When his religion is real, he is a better man*
The real proof of his Christianity is the immense difference
between the man he was and what he becomes later. The Kroos
have a simple and direct childlike faith in Jesus Christ*
When they hear the Gospel, they just take it for granted that
it is true — that it is a real message from God* In fact,
most of our churches in Liberia have this same view about the
Bible* Let me illustrate: A young preacher of a certain
Kroo congregation, selected his text one Sunday morning from
the Book of Revelation* He read the passage once* As he
read, the glo3?y and mystery of it grew and grew upon him. He
read it the second time, to an audience breathless with, inter¬
est. "Brethem", he began his comment, "that is what the Book
of God says* I was not there*" To him, the Bible was the
final word* The following are two testimonies of some con¬
verted Kroos in a prayer meeting; testimonies which portray
the intensity of the religious convictions of the Kroos:
e
(1) Living a religious life is like eating meat. Some
parts of the meat are lean and you like them very much*
Some parts of the meat are fat and you do not like them
at all, but you must eat both lean and fat to be healthy
and strong* So religion has its joys and its crosses*
You have love for the joy and draw back from its crosses.
But, you must take them both in order to become a strong
healthy Christian*
(2) Bread is one thing and stone is another thing* I
once saw a ring with a piece of precious stone in it and
they told me that it was worth more than a bag of rice*
But, when I am hungry, I cannot eat that piece of jew¬
elry; I must have rice* So, my sotil cannot be satis¬
fied with anything but Jesus, the bread of life*
The writer has often wondered if one of the contributions
23
which the African Church Is going to make to the world woiild
not be the enriching of the Christian faith — that is, to
take God at His word and believe that He means well in what¬
ever He says* 'ifllhen the A* E* Commission made its annual re¬
port to the Foreign Missions Conference in 1923 in Nigeria,
West Africa, Dr* J* E* K* Aggrey, a native of Nigeria addressed
an interracial conference thus:
*••* The sea of our failure to bring any contribution
to the Kingdom of God shall be no more* You white people
may bring your gold, jovtr great banks and jova? big build¬
ings, yoTir sanitation and other marvelous achievements
to the manger, but that will not be enough* Let the
Chinese and the Japanese and the Indians bring their
frankincense of ceremony; but that will not be enough. We
Africans must step in with our myrrh of childish faith
• We look for a Christ who loves all men, who came
to die for the salvation of the whole world; we believe
in God as a child believes* If you take on childishness,
our love for God and o\jr love for you, then the gifts
will be complete*
The writer was on her way one Siaiday morning to Church
when she met a robust looking Kru youth* He was coming from
Clara Town* There was something about him that struck the
writer very forcibly* This youth possessed much dignity and
poise, yet as the writer gazed at him, he seemed as if plead¬
ing and yearning for something beyond himself; something in¬
expressible* With pencil and a piece of paper in hand, the
writer penned her personal impressions of the Kroo youth thus:
As I walked down the main highway
To the sandy little village of Clara Town,
I met a native youth that chanced my way
A stalwart youth, as bright as day*
No polish western culture had he
No knowledge of Scientific fact;
But in his own proud tribal being
He had the best that tribe could pack*
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With mirth and glee upon his face.
With a smiling courteous cotintenance.
With a head raised high and a brow beaming with pride.
He bowed as he gazed into my trembling eyes*
There and then I pierced through him
And say the Christ that forever miast be*
The Christ whose image shines through me.
Is touching and entering this soul of him*
I saw a hidden promise, a hope a light*
A hope, a light, a new life with Christ
If only some one could teach him the way.
What joy, what promise would be his plight*
Will you not then my fortunate friend
Seize this opportunity to lend and give?
See how this youth still lifts his face
And yearns for a flame, a touch to live?
— The V/riter
Prom the vivid and soul-stirring experience of those few im¬
pressionable moments, the writer took on added interest in the
total program of Camphor Memorial Methodist Church* With this
new vitalized Interest, many avenues (which the writer was not
aware of at first), opened for studying the over-all program
— there was interest, consequently there must be some learn¬
ing* A person learns only what he is interested in. The
writer discovered that unfortunately, the program of Christian
Education of Camphor Memorial Methodist Church consisted mainly
in teaching the Bible; there were no other adequate materials
available* The entire program was adi;ilt-eentered* Youth had
no definite place in the total church program; they fared the
best way they could. The departments of the chtarch school ex¬
isted only in name — for in the same class might be found a boy
of ten years with a boy of twenty-five years* The students were
grouped according to their academic ability* All the important
places (and that is very few), were reserved traditionally by
30
adults; young people had very little share in the leadership of
the church.
The writer studied the chtirch program for quite sometime.
She discovered that perhaps if certain obstacles were either
removed or corrected, the church might do a better job. The
church was most ofall in need of Christian leadership; an ef¬
fective indigenous leadership. The reasons for this are ob¬
vious. The native leader knows his people. He knows their mind
and their modes of thinking; their passions; their crude primi¬
tive faith. He knows the spring of action which moves and stirs
and stimulates the lives of his kinsmen. Most people know the
spirit of their own people better than strangers do. Unfortunate¬
ly, most of our Methodist churches in Liberia are not conscious
of this as yet. Much praise goes to the Protestant Episcopal
Church for its excellent program of training African youth for
native leadership. The writer is convinced that the African
himself is and must always remain the fittest instrument for the
development of his race and country. This also, was the aim of
the American Colonization Society. Another difficulty which has
hindered the church from making the maximum contribution to both
the children and the adults is the non-residence of the pastor
in the coimnunity. The Reverend C. W. Duncan lives about five
miles from Clara Town. This handicap is being relieved since
there are cars and trucks which go to and from the capital to
settlements along the banks of the St. Paul River and the Rever¬
end Duncan does not always have to walk. Other handicaps are a
mixed population of Christians and pagans, the need of an ade-
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quat© education, an Illiterate congregation, lack of recrea¬
tional center where children can gather and participate in
wholesome organized activities and games; the fusing of pagan¬
ism (animism, evil spirits) with Christianity; lack of science
for explaining nattiraiL phenomena in nature; language and dia¬
lect difficulties; the need for an adequate church program in
terms of the total function (educationally and religiously) of
the church within that particular community and the habit of
the African in concealing his culture* Even his systems of
training are hidden from the ^es of civilization; he is known
only on the surface.
Despite these handicaps, there are few influences for
good in Clara Town. First, there is the people themselves,
with great potentialities for good. Their social solidarity,
spirit of oneness, their wonderful gifts of imagination, strory-
telling and the proverbial use of their dialects could easily
be guided into proper channels so ttiat these people also might
be able to make their maximum amount of contribution to Liberia,
Then, there is the day-school. Though it has jtist begun and has
not yet been well attended, it , too, is an Influence for good
among the people of Clara Town, The writer \anderstands that
this school is not progressing as r^dly as it ought to. Its
greatest draw-back is the lack of cooperation on the part of
the inhabitants of Clara Town, Much credit, however, goes to
lir. Jeremiah Doe, who out of nothing, has assidously done as
best as he can to create something ^preciative, . The process
is slow and requires more time than usual because of the cul-
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tural (tribal) backgrovind of the children. They are not
broxight up in many cases to speak the same language in which
their textbooks are written. While it is true that the Kroos
of Montserrado Co\mty are not as happy today and have never
been quite the same since the demolishing of the Bureau of
Krootown, yet with the construction of the new harbor, the in¬
habitants of Clara Town are given jobs for the maintenance of
their families. Another influence for good in this little com¬
munity is the church. It is true that the church has not lav¬
ished much attention upon its young people; that it seemingly
has not borne them in mind in the type of building which it
has constructed — a one-room church and that its growth is
hindered by lack of good trained — men and women -- with and
adequate knowledge of the tenets of the faith and the over-all
program of the church. Neverless, Camphor Memorial Methodist
Church enjoys all the experience of true personal salvation
(on a primitive level), and its members have disciplined them¬
selves in applied Christianity. Someone has. fittingly de¬
scribed the religion of the Kroos as "the three P*s” —
"plain, positive, powerful”. With such a rich religious soil,
the writer feels that much could be accomplished; that much
good could still' come out of Clara Town. These people are
ready in mind, body and spirit. All that is needed is a little
initiative on the part of a consecrated Christian leader, who
is aware of these influences for good and who is interested in
people. It is the hope of the writer, that the proposed pro¬
gram for youth work may help to usher in a new day — not only
33
for the yoimg people -- but for the entire comnmnity of Clara
Town.
CHAPTER III
SOME FACTORS IN LIBERIA V7HICH MIGHT EFFECT THE
PROPOSED PROGRAM OF YOUTH V/ORK IN CAMPHOR
MET40RIAL METHODIST CHURCH
In Chapters I and II, the writer has tried at least to
tell in part, the story of Liberia; a story of land and peo¬
ples; of enterprise and expansion; the story of a nation
founded by free people of color, on the fringe of a great
continent which thus far has had tragically little opportunity
to learn what true freedom means. This story if like The
Arabian Nights, It is without beginning and without ending.
For, here the past and present are but steps to the inspira¬
tional promise of the future. In this Chapter therefore, the
writer wishes to call attention to another phase of the rom¬
antic story of Liberia — that is the forces that are at work
in Liberia generally which ought to be taken into account in
determining an effective program of youth work in Camphor
Memorial Methodist Church, These farces, either for good or
bad, effect the religious, social and political life of not
only the Kroos but of Liberians in general, A few of them are:-
1, Religion;- The Liberians, whether a descendant of
the Americo-Liberian or oftribal (native) origin, is intensely
religious. Evidences of his religious zeal are found in the
influences of the Mohammedan Religion upon a great many tribes
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in Liberia, the effects of Christianity and the animistic
practices and ceremonies of those, who though considered
pagans, seem to interpret the divine powers of a supernatural
being in certain animals, trees and charms. Later on in this
chapter, the writer will discuss at length, Christianity at
work in Liberia since the founding of the little Republic by
the American Colonization Society in 1721, It is worthwhile
however, to state here briefly, the attitudes of the Pioneer
Fathers, as they assume the administrative responsibilities of
this little "Ship of State," As early as February 13, 1^32,
(the Commonwealth Period), a resolution was drawn up to affirm
the principles of religious liberty. Notice a few statements
from this resolution:
All men have a natural and alienable right to worship
God according to the dictates of his own conscience with¬
out molestation from others. All persons demeaning them¬
selves peacefully and not obstructing others in their
religious worship, are entitled to the protection of the
Law, in the free exercise of their own religion,,,,Ko
Christian sect shall have exclusive privileges or prefer¬
ence over any other sect, but all shall alike be required
as a qualification for civil office or the exercise of
any civil right,1
Another high spot taken from the Declaration of Indeoend-
ence of the Republic of Liberia, which gives added support to
freedom of worship reads thus:
Our churches for the worship of our Creator every¬
where to be seen bear testimony to our acknowledgement of
Kis providence,,,,The Native African, bowing dovm with
us before the altar of the living God declares that from
us, feeble as we are, the li^.t of Christianity has gone
forth,2
1
Huberich, Op, Cit,, Vol, 2. p, B92,
2
Yancey, E, J,, Historical Lights of Liberia's Yesterdav
and Today. (Ohio: The Adline Publishing Company", 1934), p, 64,
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Thus in Liberia, the Christian Church, the Mohammedan
lilosque and the Sacred Pagan Rites are all entieled to equal
protection.
2. Christian Agencies:-. It goes without saying, that
Liberia’s past and present, have depended largely upon the
cooperative effort and permanence of foreign missionary enter¬
prises and the Liberian Government. Christian Missions in
Liberia are mostly American in outlook. They were established
by various philanthropiq persons or societies as well as dif¬
ferent Church Boards. These agencies sent missionaries to
Liberia, at their own expense, to set up Christian Institutions.
This was not an easy job. Like the early settlers in Liberia,
the Christian workers underwent a lot of hardships and suffer¬
ing. They were surrounded in many instances, by difficulties
which resulted either in sickness, heavy loss by death and the
reluctant withdrawal of white missionaries who fell victims to
the unhospitable climate. Despite these handicaps, the earliest
missionaries 'did a very fine job for Liberia. Most of them
were conscientious and Christ-like in character. They adopted
as theit motto, "Loyalty and love to Jesus Christ." They were
mindful of the fact that beyond them was a greater power which
gave calmness and endurance during their hours of discourage¬
ment and toil and vho inspired them with the belief in a certain
victory in the end. If one were to ask them whence this power,
they would reply promptly and humbly — "this power if from
God whose kingdom grows steadily and who is in reality the King
of this world."
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We shall now examine some of the earliest Christian
Institutions or bodies which were organized by the missionaries.
a. The Baptist Church;- The American Baptists began
operations in Liberia in 1B21, In response to the request of
the American Colonization Society, the Foreign Missionary
Society of the Baptist Church in America (white), sent out as
its missionaries three colored men — the Reverends John P,
Banks, Samuel Bacon and Samuel A, Crozier, Thus, the glory of
the founding of the first Baptist Church can safely be attri¬
buted to these colored American Baptists. During the Colonial
Period {1B21-1B3^), these men had great success in their work.
Eight Baptist Churches were organized, their strongest points
being Montsenado and Grand Bassa counties. ..The Baptist Church
has organized a few schools in Liberia. The two outstanding
ones are the Suehu Mission, a self-supporting Industrial High
School and the Bassa Community Project in Monrovia. This denom¬
ination also operates one of the finest and.welleequipped:hos¬
pitals in Liberia -- The Carey D. Dyer Memorial Hospital. In
an interview with a Liberian student of the Baptist Church with
regards to youth work in this particular denomination the writer
was informed that "the Baptist Church has a special organization
for its youth in the church. It is called the Baptist Young
People’s Union. This organization seeks to help mold the
spiritual destiny of the Baptist youth."
b. The Presbyterian Church:- A Pittsburg Society founded
the Presbyterian Church in Liberia in 1S33. Its first mission¬
ary was the Reverend John B. Penny. In IB4B, a Presbytery was
organized but it was soon dissolved because it did not have a
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legal quorum. The present Presbytery was organized in the
"Mother Church" in Monrovia in December, 1^07« Due to frequent
death, the white missionaries were gradually displaced by
colored ones. The last white missionary died in 1^63, At the
end of the nineteenth century, the annual grant of the Foreign
Missionary Board was gradually reduced until finally its six¬
tieth year of existence. The Presbyterian Church, as a whole,
has contributed to the total advanced program of Liberia. Its
primary object has been to v/ork among the natives with only
incidental attention being paid to the colonists. Its activi¬
ties are largely confined to Monrovia, the St, Paul River and
Suioe County, It has brought a mixture of Kroos and Bassa
tribes under its influence,
c. The Methodist Church:- The father of the Methodist
Episcopacy in Liberia is the Reverend Coker, It was he, who
during the Mayflower voyage of the first set of colonists to
Liberia in 1S20, organized the Methodist Church, The Reverend
Melville Cox wgs the first Methodist Missionary to be sent by
the Board to Liberia. He died four months after he began his
work. The Reverend Cox is remembered today by both Americans
and Liberians for his memorable motto: "Though thousands fall,
yet let not Africa be given up." This expression has proved
an inspiration and a self-fulfilling forecast. As a church¬
planting and state-building factor in Liberia, the Methodist
Church has done well. The Kroos hold a larger church membership
in this denomination more than any other. The cliurch has one
of the best schools in Liberia — the College of V/est Africa.
What it lacks is an expansion of its educational program among
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the natives. Already, this is being done slowly; the Gbanga
Mission is an example.
d. The Protestant Episcopal Church;- One of the strongest
religious and educational bodies in Liberia is the Protestant
Episcopal Church. It began operations in 1^35* The missionary
interest in the Protestant Episcopal Church was aroused by an
appeal from the church Missionary Society of the Episcopal
Church of England in 1S17. The result was the organization of
a new society in 1S20. This organiz ation was later developed
into "the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society in 1S35»”
The Protestant Episcopal Church has written such a promi¬
nent page in the history of Liberia that it is hardly surpassed
by any other missionary enterprise in Liberia. It was the first
church that elected a colored priest to the Bishopric and placed
him over the entire work in Liberia. This was the Right-Rever¬
end Bishop Samuel D. Ferguson, from Charleston, South Carolina.
He settled in Liberia in 1BS4 and was consecrated the following
year as Bishop of Liberia in Grace Church, New York. The Right
Reverend T. Momolu Gardner, was another colored Bishop of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, He was a member of the Dai Tribe,
the same tribe to which the writer belongs.
Much spiritual and educational service has been and is
still being rendered by the Episcopal Church. It has some of
the finest church and educational buildings in Liberia, The
following are extracts which are taken from the annual reports
of the Right Reverend Bravid W. Harris, Resident-Bishop of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in Liberia. The reports include the
the years 1949 and 1950 respectively. They tend to evaluate
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the effectiveness of the work.
The opportunity is limited only in the lack of
trained leadership. The main problem is not evangeli¬
zing people but training them before they are admitted
to communicat status In the Sunday Schools the
children receive good instruction, considering the
limitations of clergy and teachers. On the vhole, our
workers are anxious about this and the people in general
are eager to have their children receive such training,
I think our children would compare favorably with children
in the United States, in their knowledge of church train¬
ing Our Sunday Schools do not have the modern material
which is available to children in the United States, Our
schools therefore rely on the Prayer Book and Scriptures
—(1949 Report).
The church’s whole educational program in Liberia is
a unit. As time goes on and the Village Schools "(Elem¬
entary Schools among the natives)," are able to raise
their standards, their graduates will be still better
equipped to do the high school work and will in turn
develop into candidates and recruits better prepared for
further training as clergy, nurses, teachers and other
workers of whom Liberia is in need."^
It is interesting to note that many of the Kroo children
attended the Episcopal Parish Day School in Monrovia, before
the destruction of Krootown, Today, come of these same child¬
ren who live in Clara Town prefer walking five miles daily'.to
this school (one way) instead of attending the school at Clara
Town, It is hoped that those who can read and write may be
valuable assets to the work of the church, especially in carry¬
ing out the proposed program for youth work as planned by the
writer.
Just what is the nature of the program for work in your
church, the writer asked a Liberian student who is studying in
one of the colleges in the United States? The student reflected
a little and began:
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The Protestant Episcopal Church of which I am a
member, has a good program for its youth. It seeks to
train the heart spiritually, the hand manually and the
mind intellectually. It employs many auxiliaries to
promogate its doctrines. There are such organizations
as the Order of Sir Galahad and St, Joseph, Each of
these organizations has Sororities and works cooperatively
with the church. The youth in these organizations are^
taught the concepts of the church before they are eligible
for membership, ViTe Episcopalians believe that our young
people should come into the full realization of the teach¬
ings of the church before they decide to make a decision
as to their denomination. Consequently, it is important
to have organizations with religious motives to help young
minds in making important decisions for worthwhile living,
e. The Lutheran Church;- This Church was founded in
Liberia in 1S60. The Lutherans group their interests around
the life and labors of the Reverend Dgvid A, D^ye, an American
Missionary, who devoted twenty-four years of untiring energy to
the development of industrial stations in Liberia, He taught
the natives, among whom were members of the Kroo tribe, the
simpler mechanics and better methods in the cultivation of tiie
soil as well as conducted services of Sunday and taught on week¬
days, The introduction of industrial features into the religi¬
ous and educational program resulted in a two-fold success: the
mind and heart of the natives were more quickly understood by
contact with them in their daily living; through a more direct
application of the Gospel of truth, these natives became trans¬
formed by the grace of God into self-supporting, independent
workers and witnesses for Jesus Christ, Many such have gone
from these missions to uplift and bless the pagan and primitive
communities surrounding them — Clara Town not exempted. Some
have become skillful in different branches of industry in which
they have been instructed. The chief centers of Lutheran enter¬
prise in Liberia are Arobington, Mount Coffee Mission and the
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Kulenburg Mission, All of these places are located on the St.
Paul River in Montsen^do County,
f. The African Methodist Episcopal Church:- This denomi¬
nation was organized in ISS5 in Monrovia, Liberia. Its work
was very little felt before 1920, when Bishop W, Sampson
Brooks was sent to Liberia, Under his administration, a beau¬
tiful educational building was erected. It was known as
Monrovia College. Later, the name was changed to Liberia Col¬
lege, This achievement gave the African Methodist Episcopal
Church much prestige. It is regrettable that the school was
closed later. The work is mostly confined in Monrovia. It
includes such tribes as Kroos and Bassas,
g. Other Christian Agencies;- The writer is not certain
when the African Methodist Episcopal Zion entered Liberia.
However, this church has many adherents that live in Clara
Town, These converts were formally members of the Mary Sharpe
A. M, E, Church in Krootown, Their church building was destroyed
during the same time that the former Camphor Memorial Church was
torn dowh. Host of these A. M, E, Zionists are members of the
present Camphor Memorial Methodist Church and are very loyal
to its upkeep. In conversation with a certain member of the
Roman Catholic Church with regards to its program of youth work
in the church, the writer was told that:
We Catholics firmly believe and maintain that once the
youth of any land, particularly Liberia, are educated in
the principles of Christian and Civic responsibilities,
they will eventually become useful citizens in the church,
state and in their several communities. In our training
in Religious Education, the Catholic Fathers stress brother¬
hood and service to all humanity.
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The Roman Catholic Church does not have many members
among the Kroos even though many children from Clara Town go
to the week-day Parochial School in Monrovia. Most of these
children and their families are members of Camphor Memorial
Methodist Church. There is great danger that these may lose
fellowship with their church and go to the Roman Catholic
%
Church unless something is provided by their church to interest
them and give them a sense of belonging.
Now and then, the writer had come in contact with persons
of the Holiness cult. These persons live in Clara Town, but
worship in Monrovia. The Holiness Churches are adult-centered;
the young people must therefore fit or adjust themselves to its
program of the church.
Thus, we have viewed the tremendous amount of work that
foreign missionaries to Liberia have and are still trying to
accomplish. The Republic of Liberia is greatly indebted to the
religious and educational contributions of these missionaries
in their combined effort to remove illiteracy.
3. Education:- Closely affiliated with the church is the
school house. The colonists seemed to have been very mindful
of the importance of education. The Board of Managers, of the
American Colonization Society, considered and approved of univer¬
sal education for all Liberianschildren as one of the most
effective instruments for an enlightened State. Upon these
children depended the posterity and stability of the country.
The Public Schools v^ere supported by a special tax of fifty
cents per dollar of assessed valuation. Unfortunately, for
want of money, the Public Schools were sib pended by the American
44
Colonization Society on May S, 1^34* So great was the anxiety-
of both children and parents for the advancement of education
that a clarion call was heard all around for Liberian young
men of talent and learning, members of the church to give them¬
selves voluntarily to the service of their country. Many res¬
ponded and as a result, the Board of Managers took proper steps
in establishing Public Schools again in order that each child
might at least become acquainted with the first rudiments of
education. To further relieve this tension, some of the Christ¬
ians Agencies or Church already mentioned built school houses
along side by side with the churches. Today, most of the
church-related schools stand as imperishable proof that Liber¬
ians in general, are capable of attaining any type of higher
learning if given the chance.
By.lS43, (The Commonwealth Period), the total number of
Schools in Liberia were sixteen, eleven of which v/ere supported
by Christian Agencies. The total enrollment was 561, of which
192 were born of native parents. The following extract, based
on the importance of an efficient education, is taken-^from the
Annual Message of Honorable J. J. Roberts, one of the Governors
of the Commonwealth of Liberia. It is delivered on January 9,
1B43.
The subject of common schools gentlemen, is one that
deserves your attention. Its importance is well known to
you, and I believe will have your consideration. For, if
we expect, as I have ho doubt at all of you, that Liberia
is destined at some future day to take a stand among the
nations of the earth, we must educate our children. The
rising generation must be informed for on them depend the
erection of the fabric — the foundation of which you are
now commencing. Right education alone can raise man to
l^iis true and proper dignity. Without it, we must ever
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remain cast out and degraded Education must ever
be grand safe guard of our liberties — indeed of all
our rights and pribileges. In every country, where the
masses of the people are best instructed, will be found ^
the most liberty, the most virtue and the most happiness.
\^ile it is true that there is still much room for im¬
provement in the field of education, all Liberians are proud of
the steady progress that have been made since the uncertain days
of 1B20 to the middle of the twentieth century. Much praise
and appreciation must be extended to His Excellency, V^illiam V.
3. Tubman, President of the Republic of Liberia and also to the
Department of Public Instruction, for the efficient and tactful
way of expanding the educational program throughout the hinter¬
land of Liberia; for their broadmindedness in not only raising
Liberia College (the State College) to a State University, but
for employing qualified Americans to head some of its schools
and for the granting of Scholarships and grants-in-aid to
Liberians to study abroad. The writer shall throw more light
on this last clause later on.
4. The Political and Social Institutions of Liberia:-
a. Politics. The administrative body of the Republic of
Liberia is similar to that of the United States. There are
three branches of government — the Legislative or law-making
branch, the Judiciary or law-interpreting branch and tlcB Execu¬
tive or law-enforcing branch. The Legislative branch includes
the Senate and the House of Representatives; the Judiciary in-
I
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eludes the higher and lower courts and the Executive branch is
composed of the President and his Cabinet. There are four
main political parties in Liberia -- the True Whig Party, the
People’s Party, the Liberian V/omen’s Social and Political Move¬
ment and the Reformation Party. The True V/hig Party is now in
power. The Liberian Women’s Social and Political Movement was
organized in 1947, when for the first time in the History of
Liberia, women were granted equal status (suffrage) with men.
The writer is not too sure of the nature of the ’’Reformation
Party.” According to an article — ’’New Liberian Party Names
Presidential Candidates of May 1, 1951, as found in the Atlanta
Dally World, ”the Reformation Party is the name of the reorgani¬
zed political party." The article does not state the former
name of the political party. The writer discovered from reading
the article that the Reformation Party is composed mainly of
members of the Kroo tribe. Such names as Mr, D, Twe (Presiden¬
tial candidate), Mr, F. W, M. Mourias (candidate for the Vice-
Presidency), MiT. W. W, Nimley and Mr, J, B, Keen are well known
in Monrovia as distinguished civic leaders who lived in the
Burean of Kroo Town before the town was destroyed. These men
also exerted great influence on the former Camphor Memorial
Church, Under the Constitution of Liberia, all elections are
by secret ballot. Every male and female citizen of twenty-one
years of age, possessing real estate property, is entitled to
vote.
As indicated above, some of Liberia’s most illustrous sons
and daughters are found among the children of natives of Africa.
Y
^
The Atlanta Daily World. (Georgia: Mayl, 1951), p, 1,
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We have also noted frequently, how the American Negroes have
taken the lead in perpetuating the political structure of the
Republic of Liberia. As the years passed slowly such names as
H, Too Wesley, Vice President of Liberia, Martin Nemle Russell,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, The Right Reverend T. Momolu
Gardner, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, E. Hinie
Shannon, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Nete-Sie
Brown, Attorney General, Dr. B. W. Payne (Medical Doctor),
Momolu Massaquoi, Postmaster General, C. A. Janya, Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court, Mrs. Euphemia Barclay, wife of
Ex-President Barclay, Mrs. L. A. Grimes, wife of the lare Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, and Mrs. Gertrude C. Yancy, wife
of Ex-Vice President Yancy, began to appear on the political
roster. Nor i s this list completed, for in 1946, the first
formal installation of three newly elected Provincial Represen-
1
tative was held at the Representative Hall in Monrovia. All
three of these men were Paramount (tribal) chiefs. Among those
present were the President and his Cabinet, and members of both
thelSenate alnd^Househofrlepresentatives and members of the Dip-
lomatic Corps. The names of the three candidates are J. Boto
Barclay, of the Central Province or home of the Kroos; Poo
Derricks, of the Eastern Province and Flomo Fromoyan of* the
Western Province, the home of the writer. His Excellency,
William V. S. Tubman, President of Liberia, administered the
oath of office.
I
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He pointed out in scholarly but easily spoken English, that
om that day, his country was entering a new era of maturity
and unity. Chief Flomo Fromoyan responded, proposing a toast
to the reborn democracy. He spoke in his native dialect
through an interpreter. This recognition should serve as an
incentive for others to follow.
b. Social Institutions;- Liberia has many societies or
fraternal organizations. Nearly all of them are secret Insti¬
tutions that have been introduced to cement brothers and sisters
together in unity, security and love. Among these organizations
are many church auxiliaries and aids -- some of which have
already been mentioned, A fev of the leading ones not already
named are; The Free Masons and Eastern Star, The Union Mechanic
Institution — similar to the Labor Unions in the United States,
The International Order of Good Templars, The Grand United Order
of Oddfellows and the Household of Ruth, The United Brothers of
Friendship and Sisters of the Mysterious Ten, The Pan Hellenic
Society and Greek Letter Organizations such as the Phi Beta
Sigmas and Zetas, There are also Young Men and Young Women
Christian Association Chapters, Any one, especially Liberians,
who is eligible may become members of the above organizations,
5. Liberian Foreign Students:- One of the policies of
the Tubman Administration, which is being looked upon with much
appreciation by Liberians and the world, is the granting of
Scholarships and Grants-In-Aid to Liberian students to study in
specialized fields in the United States and in Europe. Already
much material benefit is being derived from the services of
some of these students who have returned home and have filled
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prominent places in the roles of government. According to an
Article in the Liberian Age, February 23, 1950, there were 33
Liberian students studying in various colleges and universities
in both America and Europe.^ Of this group, 33 have been
av^arded Grants-In-Aid. Of the 3} students, 7 are studying in
Europe. The most interesting thing that the writer observed as
she scanned at the list of students, was that it was a cross-
section of all Liberians, that is, it had representatives of
both Americo-Liberians and Native born. For our special inter¬
est, Miss Constance Brown, who is studying in Great Britian,
is just one of the members of the Kroo family.
It is the hope of the writer, that these students will go
back to Liberia with added strength and faith, having received
that for which they came. Their presence abroad m^y be either
a great channel for good-will, helpful intercourse and inter¬
national confidence, or a liability to the Christian cause and
the movement for international understanding and goodewill.
They are a challenge to American democracy; they are likewise
a challenge for the building of a better Liberia. They must
combine the best that America and Europe offer with the best of
the culture of Africa to help build a segment of one of earth’s
greatest empires. With a scientific outlook, they must help
their fellow Liberian Youth by eradicating the superstitions,
fears and horrors which have resulted from the lack of under¬
standing the forces of nature. The youth in Liberia are daily
appealing to their fellow students in American and European
Colleges and Universities. What they want is a more intelligent
understanding and cooperation which might enable them to grow..
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in the brotherhood of Jesus Christ, in the service of their
fellowmen and to achieve their national destiny under the
providence of Almighty God. These foreign students must be
mentally alert to the needs of those who are less fortunate
than they and be willing to help meet those needs constructively.
This is what the writer intends to do through this writing.
6. The New Harbor;- Since this factor was discussed
lengthily in connection with the influences for good in Clara
Town, the writer will omit further discussion of it here.
Suffice it to say however, that as more Kroos are employed by
this Construction Company and as other groups are also hired,
the population of Clara Town will increase and she will become
prominent in the eyes of her nei^boring villages and cities.
Because of this reason therefore, it becomes vitally important
for the church to function properly within the community.
7. Using hifhat is at hand:- Perhaps the greatest force
which ought to be taken into account in working out an effective
program of youth within any local church, is making use of what
the specific group (for whom the program is planned), has, that
is, the ability and capabilities of the individuals within the
group. The average African has a very imaginative memory and
there are many ways in which he can use it to good advantage.
Someone has said that the greatest contribution that the African
*
race has made and still makes to the world is in the field of
Art. The term "Art” as used here includes language, music and
story-telling. The African has enriched oral literature which
is stored in memory’s library. He expresses himself in simple
direct and beautiful maxims or proverbs and riddles.
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These techniques reveal his practical philosophy of life and
also show signs of keen observation of human life. Here are a
few of his cherished proverbs:
(1) "ViHio does not listen, learns through trouble."
(2) "A fish-seller never says his own fish is rotten."
(3) "A man may be born with a fortune but wisdom comes
along with length of days."
(4) "Do not select your wife until you have the dowry."
(5) "A person does not smash his ^.ips until he sees food."
(6) "One hand washes the other."
(7) "The life of the bush is shown in the berry."
(^) "The way for a short man to get there first is to
start early."
(9) "Wood that burns fast, can’t last." .
(10) "The strength of a string is in the threads of its
fibre."
(11) "Empty bag can’t stand, and a full bag seldom bends."
(12) "V/hen the eye cries, the nose runs."
The African children sing in their every emotion — not
only of their happiness but their despair. Music, like dancing
is more than recreation among the tribemen. It is a way and a
part of life. A boy, working far from home and among strange
people, picks up an empty bucket or an abandoned gasoline tin
(can) and makes himself a drum. Or, he may hollow (dig) out
a piece of wood, stretch a goatskin over it, place piassava
fibers and there has a guitar. Men, women and children dance
and tramp to the rythm of songs and chants.
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Their music simply will not be stilled. For them, it is
breath, the sequence of the days, the swing of an axe, the beat
of a hoe, the pounding of palm nuts or the row of a fishing
canoe. The writer has seen the Kroo boys and girls at play on
the beach, singing as they fellowship together. She has sailed
near fishing canoes at sea and listened to the rythmic songs
of the fishermen as they toiled for a decent living. She has
seen ths Kroo women and girls, singing away their troubles, as
they prepare "foo-foo" (a native dish made out of cassavas), for
marketing. These songs, if gathered and developed by interested
and sympathetic youth leaders, musicians and dancers, may serve
as a basis of a religious and national musical and rythmic art.
Besides the love for music, each tribe cherishes its own
particular folklore, history and legendary traditions. In the
folklore, the technique of personification is dominant and cer¬
tain fundamental moral lessons are taught. Here also, the
writer hopes to encourage students to tell stories that the
other members of the family have told them from time to time.
This then is a resume of the leading forces in Liberia
which might be influential in effectively carrying out a pro¬
gram of youth work in Clara Town, While some of these factors
discussed might not have immediate and direct place in the pro¬
posed program for the year 1952, yet the Kroo youth together
with others, consciously or unconsciously comes in contact with
them almost every day. Their effects are felt by all of them.
These young people can not be by-standers; the forces of civi¬
lization are everywhere. Christian educators must help them
to use these forces to their best advantage in making their
church, their immediate community as well as their country,
bulwark of progress and enlightenment*
CHAPTER IV
THE EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH
WITH REGARDS TO ITS YOUTH
Adolescence is a term that covers a wide age range, all
the way from later childhood to maturity. For the average
girl, it begins at twelve and runs through her twenty-fifth
year; the average boy enters upon it at the age of thirteen.
This period of development brings about quite a number of
changes in the life of the adolescent. It is a time in which
the young people enter naturally upon religious and social
relations. Their interests, wants, needs, ideas and attitudes
are not only expanded but are very different from those of early
childhood. Problems resulting from his physical, social, mental,
emotional and religious growth and maturity should be carefully
studied. The adolescent needs adequate guidance for the wise
utilization of his worthy motives and for making wise choices.
In short, he needs to be prepared to live now. Adolescence is
not a probationary period for life later on. The young person
must so live now that he will also live well later on.
In order to understand the adolescent, we must appreciate
him at this present stage of growth. In considering his develop¬
ment, we should appreciate the "wholeness of his life" -- his
physical, mental, social, emotional and religious developments.
There is really no distinct dividing line between these character¬
istics therefore, when the v/riter refers to certain aspects of
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growth {as she must do for convenience), do not forget that she
is merely looking at an individual’s vAiole personality from
different view points,
1, Physical or Bodily Development;- Akthough growth pat¬
terns vary from child to child, there are certain characteris¬
tics that will appear quite uniformly in a large proportion of
cases. Of all the changes during adolescence — those that
occur in the dimensions and properties of the body are most
obvious and dramatic. The entire body increases in size and
weight. Physical growth studies show that girls in many res¬
pects are more matured than boys,^ Boys are taller and heavier
than girls at maturity but not in childhood. The average girl,
at a given age such as eight years, is likely to be heavier in
proportion to what she will weigh at the age of eighteen or
twenty than is a boy. At the age of twelve, the average girl
in a group is likely to be taller in proportion to her ultinate
height than the boy. The muscles increase in length and thick¬
ness, According to some investigators, the muscular tissue
grows faster during puberty than any other tissue. There is
relatively great resistance to disease. The heart undergoes a
remarkable development. Before puberty, it is small in relation
to the arteries but in maturity, the heart is larger and the
arteries are relatively smaller. The blood pressure increases
suddenly.
I —
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According to G. Stanley Hall, all of the changes incidental to
adolescent development fall under four heads; enlargement,
increased vitality, emotional sensitivity and intellectual
1
power.
The central and dominant feature of physical grovrth as
well as the whole period of adolescence, is sex maturity. No
other feature of the complex changes in adolescence compares
in importance with this. It is the organizing and controlling
factor. Adolescence may be characterized as "primarily the
time when youth comes to full consciousness of the sexual
functions and v;hen the chief problem of coordination is that
of adjustment to the values of social organism in which he
lives." Many studies show that girls mature more quickly than
boys with regard to sex.
2. Social Development;- Adolescence is the time for making
social adjustments. It is a period for the forming of close-
knit groups with strong bonds. Approval of the group takes pre¬
cedence over any and all other approvals. To be like the group
becomes highly important. There is a tendency of continuous
breaking away from home. Sometimes these young people make
confidents of their contemporaries outside the family — some¬
times to their families great distress. The umpulse to do good
in the world, which had risen slowly from nine years, nounts
»
sharply after the thirteenth year.
1 —
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57
Says Stanley G. Hall:
Position, fame, honor and general greatness increase
rapidly but moral qualities rise highest and also fastest
just before and near puberty and continues to increase
later. By these choices, both sexes but girls far more—
show increasing admiration of ethical and social life.
Both sexes take new interests in their looks and dress.
The boy suddenly realizes that his shoes are not blackened or
that his coat is torn or dirty, that his hair is unbrushed, his
necktie is not of the latest fashion, v/hile the girl loves to
flaunt new fashions and color combinations. Out of these sensi¬
tivities and consciousness comes the new sense of the need of
money. By the end of the period, there is a definite pull
toward the opposite sex. There is a thirst for adventure.
Some adult experiences such as smoking, drinking, late and
heavy dates, closer sex intimacies and jobs to bring money seem
very desirable to the adolescent. By reason of instinctive
awakening to the larger social interests and by virtue of greater
mental power for forming and following comprehensive ideals,
youth is the period for the choice of life — occupations or
careers, development of patriotism, zeal for social reforms and
religious enthusiasm. At this age, the whole nature is full of
energy which creates boundless faith in possibilities of wonder¬
ful achievements. Idealism becomes of vital interest to the
youth. He has great enthusiasm fcr heroes, patriots and religi¬
ous leaders. He finds time for such pleasures as athletic feats
and playing roles. Unfortunately, there are variations because
not every youth is afforded a larger outlook upon life.
I — —
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This is typical cf the youth of Clara Town. Many are not
acquainted with the great characteristics of the African race
and with the social ideals of the times. These young people are
mostly the children of illiterate parents whose world is small •
and barren. A few of them come from well-to-do but uncultivated
families lacking in seriousness of purpose and deficiency in
education.
3. Emotional Development:- Many new emotional adjustments
are called for in this period of adolesence. There is much
interest in getting first hand information as to what life is
all about. Early adolescence (from 12 to 14 years), is in many
cases a time of fears — fear of not being liked, of not succeed¬
ing in life or the fear of being embarrassed v;hen a mistake has
been made. V/ith these fears go hypersensitiveness and jealousy
of young acquaintances who seem more favored or fortune and
better qualified for success. As the years passed, there is a
gradual decline of those fears. This, is not the rule however
as individual young persons may fail to outgrow such fears
because of the awful shock of the original experiences and lack
of maital growth.
The period of adolescence as a whole, offers a strange
picture of emotional maturity and inmaturity. The adolescent
appears emotionally unstable — as if he were never quite sure
of himself but is determined to impress people with himself as
a person of considerable significance. He may at times with¬
draw from company; at other times, volubly communicative. He
alternates between childhood and adulthood, The sudden breaking
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of a boy’s voice from a deep tone into a treble shrill suggests
the rapidity with which a boy shifts from adult conduct to
childish behavior. At times he is shy; again, he is brazen
with his peers or with adults. At times he will be secretive;
again, he will pour frankly into the confidence of others his
delicate matters. At one moment, he would reveal startling
insights; the next moment, make a childish request. V/hat a com¬
plex, confuse bundle of personality!
The adolescent desires security. He desires success which
is attained within accepted adult social patterns. He desires
personal freedom even though he does not want to be different.
He likes to express his growing individuality, forcefully in
his own way, but he wants to retain an integral relationship
with his group even though their standards may vary from his.
He desires freedom of thought v/hile at the same time desiring
affiliation with movenents based on specific philosophies,
4# Mental DevelopmentDuring adolescence, the reasoning
faculty becomes very important. Imagination plays a prominent
role here. Abstract things become increasingly possible but
the young person is not likely to be very meditative or deeply
philosophical. Because of other concern, many adolescents are
less interested in the academic program than they were in earlier
grades. However, youth is now able to share wider experiences
than in earlier years. After the age of approximately twelve
years, he is no longer interested merely in the ”how” of things;
he wants to know ’’why.” He begins to generalize and to think
abstractly. Actually, the adolescent possesses just as good
brains as they ever will, In many instances, their intelligence
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is as keen as adult intelligence and the superior adolescent
may take pride in demonstrating this to the discomfort of some
less gifted adult. The only difference between his intelligence
and that of the adult is the matter of experience. His inmatu¬
rity of experience will take him off on tangents — from which
the good efforts of the group and the wisdom of the adult leaders
may have to rescue him completely.
The young person is able to share wide experiences. He has
more content to his life and a greater complexity to his thoughts,
feelings and his procedures. He is only inquisitive and like to
ask questions. Sometimes, these questions are answered; at
other times they are suppressed to both the family (parents) and
youth’s disadvantage.
Group learning is a favorable factor in adolescent group.
Teachings which come from the whole tone of values achieved by
what the group does through the socializing process change atti¬
tudes for better. Certain socialized experiences ought to be
used during adolescence, for such religious, personal and group
expressions. The young people's group is a threshold leading
to a place for himself first, with his fellows and then in the
life of the adult community.
5. Religious Development;- Results of the psychological
investigations of Religious Experience agree that the period of
adolescence is preeminently the period of the rise of religious
consciousness of the individual,^ Statistical records show
further that for the individual, religion originates in youth.
I —
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There are foregleams of it in later childhood and marked
development of it in mature years, but the original, spontaneous
and vital awakening is in the teens. This religious awareness
however, is not an inevitable and uniform occurence in all
individuals. It is conditioned by training, environment, phy¬
sical development and social influences. It is subject to the
same factors as are other social phenomena — language, art,
patriotism, native endorsment, accidental circumstances and the
operation of social forces, VJhat is important to remember is
that in all societies these factors are like to be experienced
by all persons.
One of the most significant and best established facts which
the new scoence of the Psychology of Religion has discovered is
that conversion belongs primarily to the years between ten and
twenty-five. These years constitute the period of adolescence
and justifies the observation that conversion or the beginning
of religious consciousness, is an adolescent phenomenon. The
following are specific investigations that leading authorities
in the field of the Psychology of Religion have made.
(a), Starbuck; According to Starbuck, the three pro-
pronounced peaks of conversion or the greatest number of
conversionsoccurences are 12, 16, and 19; the highest
being 16 years. He also discovered that these years re¬
presented well marked stages in the physical and mental
development of the adolescent. At the age of 12 years
(beginning of puberty) there are great impressionability
and responsiveness to social suggestion. At 16, the
physical and psychical ferment is at its highest. At
19, there is a tendency for mental maturity and fcrmaking
more reasoned decision. Starbuck believes that if con¬
version does not occur before 20, the chances are small
that it will even be experienced, (Conversion is here
used in a broader sense, signifying no particular type
of religious experience).
1
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(b) George Cox:- In a special study of the beginning of
religious awareness in 1,7^4 men, Cox found that the
average age of the most decisive religious awareness was
16.4 years.1- This finding is made most significant by
noting that the 1,7^4 cases are gathered by different^
investigators from different groups of people and each
set of cases agrees closely with the average age of the
whole number. Coe considers the age of 12 as the most
important turning point. It is the time when the "gang
impulse” is stronger. Under the proper training and
guidance, this ”gang Spirit’’may be available fcr the
larger socialization process of religion.
(c) G. Stanley Hall:- Likewise, Hall studied about
4,054 cases and discovered that the average age of con¬
version was about 16 years. Among these were evangelists
and ministers. All agree in general terms that religious
awakening occurs in far larger numbers between 10 and
20 years and that the number of conyersions is relatively
small before and agter those years. ^













































Out of the unorganized religious experiences of young
people, there slowly emerges a childlike love for God, a trust
and faith that is strong, a desire to serve others by serving
1
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Him, a spirit of thankfulness and a desire to grow more into
the likeness of Jesus. This does not happen over night. It
starts really with premarital counselling, when two persons
become fond of each other to the extent of wanting to be life
companions. A special type of environment is required if any
wholesome goal must be reached. Such an environment must be
created by spiritually inspired and well-trained hearts, minds
and bodies, yes hearts, minds and bodies that are interested in
young people; that understand and can relate and adjust, in a
normal efficientyway, the total program of the religious and
educational function of the church to the needs and interests
of adolescents. Some of the channels ttarough which youth might
be helped are the parents, the church, community and youth
workers.
In wlat ways can parents really help their children in
building wholesome personalities for efficient service in the
home, church, community and state? Well, there are several ways
to do it. "The center of Christian nurture", according to
Horace Bushnell, is the life and attitude of parents. For, un¬
less the parents are Christlike in spirit and conduct, they can
not expect their children to grow up as Christians." Christian
nurture is only achieved as the home, that is, the parents and
children together examine and share by repeated testing, the
terms of Christian thought and act. The local church therefore,
should propose to guide the religious living of the family as
a whole. Parents can help their dbildren by giving them a
chance to have varied experiences. They should aid youth to
face both faithfully and patiently, various problems as they
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arise -- and “this In such manner as to learn from the experience
whatever it has to teach. Parents can give these young persons
a good chance to live, and an opportunity to play, and later
on, to work with others near their age without much interference
from the outside. This is the basis of all else; without this,
youth can have very little hope.
Parents can develop a sympathetic Insight for helping their
children solve their individual problems. Happy is the child
whose parents can think together with him, really think with
him, hold their minds in suspense as together they and he make
a real examination of the situation and conclude only in and
through this examination. In no other way it appears, ca-n
parents help so well. In season and out, parents must help
their children face their situations with emotional stability,
think things through as best they (children) can and knowingly
see and accept responsibility. With regards to their children's
education, parents should think of the best education for their
children and demand it in the schools. The primary drive of
adolescents is independece. They approach maturity, they must
find out what kind of persons they are physically, emotionally
and Intellectually and on the basis of that, choose their roles
of life. Parents can help these individuals by providing a
relaxed, optimistic atmosphere through the formation of good
mother-daughter and father-son relationships, especially, in
early adolescence when the children first seriously begin to
Identify'themselves with the parent of the same sex.
No one doubts then that the Christian family is the most
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helpful influence in the development of Christian persons.
This makes it more imperative then that parents be given the
necessary guidance so as to make their homes centers of Christ¬
ian living. The wise Christian parent gets this guidance
through the type of Religious Education that begins before
marriage (as already stated) and continues an integral part of
the program of education of the Local Church, Religious Educa¬
tion is best only when it seeks to educate young parents. The
greatest joy of marriage life comes when parents can share with
their children in the reconstruction of the future and can feel
themselves a part of a mighty growing army, advancing on a
world front to usher in a new day. The writer only wishes that
it were possible for every parent to adopt at least a part of
The Recommendations and Pledges of the Mid-Century lifhite House
Conference on Children and Youth. Here are a few of the high
points:
Pledges to Children^
”To you our children, who hold within you our most cherish¬
ed hope, we make this pledge;
1. From your earliest infancy we give you oue love, so
that you may grow with trust in yourselves and in
others,
2. We will recognize your worth as a person and we will
help you to understand your sense of belonging,
3. We will respect your right to be yourself and at the
same time help you to understand the rights of others,
so that you may experience cooperative living.
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4. We will help you develop initiative and imagination,
so that you may have the opportunity freely to create.
5. V/e will provide the conditions for wholesome play
that will add to your learning, to your social ex¬
perience and to your happiness,
6, We will encourage your curiosity and your pride in
workmanship, so that you may have the satisfaction
that comes from achievement,
7, ViTe will illustrate by precept and example the value
of integrity and the importance of moral courage,
S, We will encourage you always to seek the truth.9.We will provide you with opportunities possible to
develop your own faith in God.
10, We will open the way for you to enjoy the Arts and
to use them for deepening your own understanding of
life.
11, We will work to lift tlie standard of living and to
improve our economic practices so that you may have
the material basis for a full life,
12, V7e will provide you with outstanding educational
opportunities, so that you may develop your talents
and contribute to a better world,
13, VJe will work to conserve and improve family life
and, as needed, to provide foster care according to
your inherent rights,
14, We will intensely search for new knowledge in order
to guide you more efficiently as you develop your
potentialities.
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15. As you grow from child to youth to adult, establish¬
ing a full life of your own and accepting larger
social responsibilities, we will work with you to
improve conditions for all children and youth.
Aware that these promises to you can not be fully met in
a world at war, we ask you to join us in a firm dedication to
the building of a world society based on freedom, justice and
mutual respect. So may you grow in joy, in faith in God and in
man, and in those qualities of vision and of the spirit that
• will sustain us all and give us new hope for the future.’’
VJhen the child reaches adolescence, the home should be
most keenly aware of his needs for his maximum amount of growth.
Unfortunately, it is then that the home is apt to be less capa¬
ble either of understanding the youth or of giving the kind of
guidance which the youth both welcomes and uses. Due to the
parents ignorance of the traits of adolescence and of taking
the adolescent ’’literally,” there might arise misunderstanding
between youth and adults and serious family disunity which often
might make the young person to avoid both his parents and the
church. On thie other hand, the parent who has developed educa¬
tionally and religiously through the years as himself a growing
person and yho has adequately related the home to the ch \arch ,
is ready to enter along with adolescent , a new level of ex¬
perience in which the home and church can rethink former learn¬
ings and adapt new understanding to a maturing level of conduct.
The problem of the church is a bit simplified when parents are
at least willing to join efforts with the fellowship of the
6^
church for the purpose of meeting the needs of the adolescent In
a spiritual way. The home and the church will find that with
even the best world, it generally proves necessary during
adolescence to re-examine, re-think and re-accept or re-ject
the spiritual inheritance adopted in youth. As children, we
usually learn inadequately; when we grow older, we must "put
away childish things,” Unitedly, both the home and the church
can achieve much for the development of the young person. Both
should seek to give a sort of guidance which will enable youth
to know that he is understood; that his independence is being
guaranteed as rapidly as he demonstrates readiness to function
Independently, Both the home and church must help the- youth in
making a transition from dependence to independence. Both must
help him find his rightful place in the church.
Whatever methods may be employed or however varied the
means needed to accomplish the results, the responsibility is
primarily with the church. Too much emphasis can not be placed
on the fact that an efficient method must be employed by the
church in the Interest of the greatness of the opportunity and
as a sequence with the responsibility it involved. A unique
concept of the program of youth work in the church is therefore
a great demand. This is where the youth worker or teacher fits
in.
It is a fundamental agreement that working with children
is of primary importance to any church and that it should be
carried on by persons who are sensitive to the way in which
lives move toward a more mature conception and expression of
Christian living.
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It is therefore, the youth worker’s high privilege to help
boys and girls in clarifying their religious ideas and deepen¬
ing their spiritual convictions and purposes. Hand-in-hand,
the teacher must go with them a step nearer to God and to com¬
mitment to the ways of Jesus, The teacher need have no self-
consciousness, as she reveals to these questioning yoxing persons,
his own high privilege and purpose to know and follow Jesus,
Remember, Andrew brought his brother Peter to Jesus when he
himself had a long way to go in understanding the feelings that
were beginning to stir up in him,
I
The heart of the teacher's message must include these
factors: that God is always loving and good; that He loves us --
not because of what we are but because of what we may become
when we have come to know Him; that God knows us individually
and cares for every child whom He has created; that God wants
our love and needs our help; that Jesus taught us how children
of God should feel and act toward each other; that God is no
respector of persons but everyone are children of Him; that as
brothers, we should go with ouh thoughts, prayers, money and
all other ways of serving, wherever there are persons in need
of anything that we can share and finally, that life itself
is a gift from God. In retvirn, what we do with our lives, the
way we act day by day, is our gift to God,
This is not an easy job by any means. It takes hard
learning and personal spiritual awareness on the part of the
youth leader, to guide young inquisitive minds aright. Leaders
of young people must be educated -- not merely trained. Train¬
ing is a part of education — not a substitute for it. There
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ar0 many leaders who are self-sufficient and autocratic in
dealing with youth. There are some who do not see why young
people must have a purpose, must make a decision'for himself.
Ignorant of the history of child development and a pathetic
unfamiliarity with its very nature, the unlearned youth worker's
entire program is undermined. But, the wise, educated and
religious youth worker, seeks to give young people the secret
of the development of sound bodies and minds, and a sense of
responsibility. The leader seeks to achieve the following
objectives as he works with young people:
1, A deeper appreciation of and respect for
personality,
2, An insight into some of the basic urges and drives
underlying human behavior and an understanding of
how these urges and drives are manifested in the
behavior of the adolescents,
3, A greater awareness of the experiences common to
youth and especially of the difficulties that
adolescents encounter,
4, A clearer recognition of the major adjustments
and of the ways in which adults can help youth
make these adjustments.
5, An increased knowledge of the power of the Christ¬
ian religion in motivating youth and of how adult
1
leaders may help grow in Christian-living.”
1
The Effectiveness of Youth Work in the Church,
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These achievements of these objectives depend upon the
church, the parent and the youth worker. It depends upon the
parent in her concept and scope of Christian nurture. It
depends upon the church in the interpretation of its educational
and religious functions within the community. Lastly, it
depends upon the youth worker's personal spiritual and friendly
qualities such as — a sense of hxamor through knowledge of
adolescence, a likable personality, a sincere devotion to the
church and a deeply religious spirit and ability to get along
with people, especially those with whom she must work. Thus,
the home, church and youth worker must work cooperatively in
attempting to Interpret the educational f\anction of the church.
CHAPTER V
A PROPOSED PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
FOR YOUTH WORK AT CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
METHODIST CHURCH
In a News-letter to the Secretaries of Youth Work in the
local Methodist churches, Mrs. Helen L. Johnson, Executive
Secretary of Youth Work writes:
You have been selected to work with growing, energetic,
perplexed youth .... in your local churches. As an adult
worker with youth, you have a high privilege. In the ca¬
pacity of adult friend and helper, you may make the dif¬
ference between a program that clicks and one that is list¬
less. A program that clicks is one in which youth and
adults work together for the best interests for the entire
group.1
As has already been stated in an earlier chapter, there is
an urgent need for a youth program at Camphor Memorial Methodist
Church — the kind of youth program that takes in the total
church activities for youth, that is, those plans which are made
exclusively for youth and those in which youth participates with
other memoers of the church. Such a program must aim to achieve
certain things or goals:
1. It must aim to contribute to the develooment of the
individual in the areas of spiritual vitality, charac¬
ter and personal conduct, a working philosophy of life
and Christian beliefs, churchmanship, social responsi¬
bility in applying Christian fellowship through provi¬
sion for Individual counselling as well as group work.
I ^ ~ "
The Methodist Women, April, 1951> P* 13.
^2
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2. It must aim at personality development, by carefully
orienting the youth around the ideals of God, Society
(in Christian terms) and around a worship of God as
the Supreme Value.
3. The youth program of the church must recognize the
need of youth having a place of his very own in the
church. The young people of any church, should have
an organization of their very own. They should have a
feeling of ownership of it. Just what this organiza¬
tion shall be will depend upon the size of the congre¬
gation, the type of church building, the traditions of
the community and the overhead denominational program
for youth. This, however, must not be carrued to the
extent which separates youth from the larger whole
which is the church. It is addressed to the general
program of youth work in the church as well as the
more specific problems which might arise within the
youth program. Young people and adults must work to¬
gether wisely and devotedly, in the spirit of Jesus
Christ. In this lies the chief promise for a better
day.
4. The church, to be effective in meeting the needs of
youth, must aim in providing them with opportunities
to develop abiding satisfactions, moral and spiritual
strength, an increasing commitment to Christ and a
feeling of belonging in the total program of the
church. This can be done by affording youth with ade¬
quate opportunities to develop talents and mettle
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through worship, study, service, recreation,
Christian outreach (evangelism) and fellowship.
5. The program must aim at helping youth to acquire
knowledge about their denomination and to assume
some responsibility for its work and upkeep,
6. Last, but not least, a program of youth work in the
church must attempt to interpret, in a practical way,
the objectives of Religious Education as giving by
George W. Fiske, They are as follows:
a. To foster in growing persons a consciousness
of God as a reality in human experience and a
sense of personal relationship to Him,
b. To lead growing persons into an understanding
appreciatility of the personality, life and the
teachings of Jesus,
c. To foster in growing persons, progressive and
continuous development of Christlike charac¬
ter,
d. To develop in growing persons, the ability
and disposition to participate in and contri¬
bute constructively to the building of a
social order embodying the ideal of the Father¬
hood of God and the Brotherhood of man.
e. To lead growing persons to build a life
philosophy on the basis of a Christian inter¬
pretation of life and the universe.
f. To develop in growing persons an ability and
disposition to participate in the orgaized
society of Christians—the Church.g.To effect in growing persons the assimilation
of the best religious experience of the race, 1
as effective guidance for present experiences.
Fiske, G.W., Community Forces in Religious Education
(Nashville: The Nethodist Publishing House, 1922,), p. I4B
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In attempting to carry out the aims and objectives of this
program, the writer would like to discuss some steps which are
very vital in building an effective program of Christian Educa¬
tion, The first important step which the writer has in mind
V
is — to come to think, first, last and always of people: that
is, the program should be centered around the life-situations
of the young people for whim it is prepared. This will provide
a stimulus for learning. Learning takes place only in and
through experience. In other words, ”we learn to do by doing";
these are the imperishable words of John Dewey, Christian
Education is the process through which this learning might take
place. It is the center of life situations. Its purpose is to
help people in meeting these situations successfully. Another
step to keep in mind in attempting to define a program for
youth work, is to help people where they are. No two persons
are exactly alike; this holds true with regards to churches. Be¬
ing mindful of this fact, the writer shall attempt to build a
program based upon the needs, interests and level of education
of the youth of her local church, A third important step to keep
in mind is that the church exists for the people. Unfortunately,
it is just the other way around with the writer’s local church.
The people should be to the program of the church, what the sun
is to the solary system — the center of gravity around which all
else revolves. If we think of people first, last and always in a
worship service, for instance, we shall be ministering to God
for God is the center and experience of our worship.
Perhaps the last indispensable tool which must be used in
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planning an effective youth program, is the matter of methods.
A real program of youth work in any church, is something more
than the church school sessions on Sunday mornings. It should
be designed -- as has already been suggested — to include all
participations of youth in the total church program. As such,
it emphasizes those features which cannot be carried on well in
the three-quarters of an hour in the church school. It must be
designed at least to give youth another day or days in the week
or month, for opportunities for Christian education and service.
The writer, therefore, wishes to use such methods as recreation
or jolly good social times, which might be held indoors or out¬
doors; worship service — including music, poetry, Bible Stories
and Scripture stidy, elements of Fine Arts; study and discussion
groups — including lectures (formal) and informal approaches to
the subject matter; service projects , that is, creative activi¬
ties involving manual skills and helping other less fortunate
individuals such as the sick, aged and underprivileged and
lastly, the enlistment of other youth through evangelism. This
last method offers a practical challenge to the youth of the
church in influencing other youth to find the way of eternal
life abundantly.
These methods and techniques, if used wisely and properly,
ought to help youth to keep physically strong, mentally alert,
socially acceptable and spiritually fit. Through the clever
use of them , youth will endeavor to grow into a fuller under¬
standing of the meaning of church membership and Christian
service.
77
With the above factors in mind, the writer has carefully
and prayerfully prepared a proposed program for the youth of
Camphor Memorial Methodist Church. It is arranged in a month
to month series for convenience. It embraces activities which
are centered around the Christian calendar of the Methodist
Chruch as well as the national holidays or observances of the
Republic of Liberia. The program is planned for the guidance
of local church groups in Liberia, which might want to sponsor
youth Fellowship Programs and other youth groups as well. The
material is arranged so that the activities outlined may be
carried through in one week-day evening during the month or more
as is convenient — a part from the regular "Sunday School". It
is assumed that the young people will meet at least one evening
in the month; the time and date will be decided upon by them.
The project as a whole, is defined in terms of a unitary, pur¬
poseful activity. It is unitary in that it may well gather to-
gather in one bundle, over a period of a year, many things that
a human being can do: study, play, worship service, work with
hands, giving and sharing and discussion. It is purposeful in
that it grows ideally out of the interests, needs and experiences
of the youth themselves and represent, what the writer thinks, the
young people truly need and would like to do.
The following is the Program Calendar for the year:
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1. Number of Meetings (2)
2. Theme: "Christ Calls Youth
Through Service" (Dedication)
3. Nature of Program:
A "Get Together" program
Presentation of Plan for
Organization of Youth.
1. Number of Meetings (1)
2. Theme: "Brotherhood"
3. Nature of Program:
a. Election of Officers
b. Time, place and frequency
of meeting
c. Spirit of brotherhood during
election,
1, Number of Meetings (2)
2, Theme: "Worshipping God Through
Nature"
3, Nature of Program
a. Creative Leisure: Out-of-
doors,
b. Planning Easter Program
1. Number of Meetings (1)
2, Theme: "The Easter Story in
Pictures"
1, Social (Recreation) Night
2, Theme; "Religious Education
Through Recreation"
3, Place; (To be decided upon by






4. Number of Meetings (2)1.Story-telling (in-doors)
a. A rainy month
b. Telling African folk tales,
myths, proverbs, stories
by group.
















Number of Meetings (2)
Theme: Patriotism
Discussion of Program for
August - Making of the Liberian
Flag.
Number of Meetings (2)
Theme: (Same as for July)
Number of Meetings (2)
Theme: "Worshipping through
Music" (songs might be sung in
the Kroo Language)
Number of meetings (2)
Theme:"Youth become aware of
their Ability"
Collection taking goes toward
getting Christmas gifts.
Number of meetings (2)2,Theme: "Thankfulness"
December (Christmas)
3.Presentation of gifts to dis¬
abled and underprivileged.
1. Number of Meetings (2)
2. Theme: "Christian Service Through
Sharing"
^0
3. Nature of Program
a. Christmas Party
b. A Christmas Tree
c. Sharing of Gifts
The Proposed Calendar in Action
The program calendar as it stands gives very little as to
the content of the activities for each month. In what follows,
the writer hopes to explain the monthly meetings in detail.
January: This is the month of beginnings. The theme of the
month is Christ calls Youth through Service. Christ calls all
youth — keen, alert, energetic, adventurous, strong and coura¬
geous youth. Christ calls all youth -- youth with its beauty,
illustrous ambitious and dreams. Christ calls each of them to
come to his service. He wants to enter into your life; let Him
be the center of your life. Christ calls:
Youth, 0 Youth, can I reach you?
Can I speak and make you hear?
Can I open your eyes to see me?
Can my presence draw you near?
— Anonymous
With these motivative words and thoughts, the writer wishes to
state the two-fold purpose of the meetings in January; to in¬
spire youth with a sense of building well for God through
service and to acquaint them with the importance of Christian
living and leadership through organization. After a short wor¬
ship program based around the theme of the month, the writer
shall state the main purpose of the "get-together” or fellowship.
If the young people sense the need and advantage of a youth organ-
ization within the church, then we shall decide on a special
day or time for the election of officers -- perhaps in February.
A light refreshment will be served at the close of the business
session.
February; Each year, the month of February is set aside by oiir
churches as Brotherhood month. With this in mind, the writer
hopes that the group will elect its officers for the year in the
spirit of brotherhood and love. Respect for each other especial¬
ly those to be nominated as officers must characterize all group
actions.
March; The program for this month will be based around the
theme — Worshipping God Through Nature. March is the hottest
month of the year in Liberia. The air has very little moisture
in it except for occasional showers when the earth is replen¬
ished with water. The open fields and clear blue sky tempt one
to pass away his time in the opening. God designed the great
out-doors — forest and glen, mountains and valleys, seashore
and lakes. In the freedom of the open air therefore, man’s
spirit soars to meet the divine creative presence of God. He
senses things beyond his knowledge; his insight opens new doors
of understanding. It is no wonder the Psalmist sings, "The
heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth His
handiworks."^ Truly, the great out-of-doors bespeaks of the
freedom of action and various opportunities for re-creating
physical spirits. Contemplation of God’s presence in nature and
the participation of interesting out-door activities in a group
j
The Holy Bible. Psalm 19:1.
make for a recharging of spiritual sensibilities and the dis¬
coveries of inner springs of ecstasis hitherto unsuspected.
As to the specific nature of this out-door recreation, the
group will have to decide upon what it would like to do. How¬
ever, the writer shall, during the course of the evening, find
a moment for meditation of praise for the universe, our great
home. Perhaps, the following meditation might be used:
For fields spread with gold and gem with stars.
For every tint of every tiniest flower
For every bird that sings a joyous tone
For every leaf that rustles in the wind;
For every wonderous thing that grows
For earth's countless fragrant odors;
For the deep sea — a shallow of thy love;
For all we see and touch and love.
Father, we thank Thee.
As to the nature of the recreation, this will depend upon
where the group decides to go. If on the seashore for example,
it will include swimming, fishing, spiking, rope jumping, sing¬
ing and hunting seashells and pretty pebbles. Dviring the
second meeting, which will be usually a call meeting, the Easter
program will be planned.
April: Art has a conspicuous place in Religious Education. It
makes possible a larger measure of desirable religious growth
through its use. It serves as an ordinary every day necessity.
It saves time, energy and affords satisfaction for all con¬
cerned. Art makes the child to appreciate beauty in color and
life.
There is a definite relationship between religion and art.
Religion creates art; "art is the elder daughter and most con¬
stant handmaid of religion.” The relationship of religion to
"Fine painting",art seems to be that of "cause and effect"*
says Michael Angelo, "is only an image of God»s perfection, a
shadow of the pencil with which He paints, a melody, a striving
after harmony."
What is the value of picture study? In other words, what
is the significance of our theme for the month of April --
The Easter Story in Pictures? The value of picture study is to
help interpret, clarify and intensify experience; to enlarge
knowledge and to encourage high ideals of conduct. Pictures help
to make concrete to a person’s mind, what would otherwise remain
almost wholly in the field of abstraction. Pictures satisfy the
children's true hunger.
Perhaps, one of the most important points to keep in mind
in using the picture story method is the selection of pictures.
The pictures should represent the child's natural interests:
they should pertain to the world the individual knows something
about; they should illustrate action — the adolescent is very
active and wants his characters to move and be alive; the pic¬
ture should illustrate a story. Remember that the picture merely
furnishes the setting and action; the words must give life to the
characters and make them act their part. The story behind the
picture should bring relaxation and pleasure. It should take the
child away from the everyday world into far and beautiful lands.
By associating the story with the picture, the person receives
added pleasure and a ready means of recalling the incidents.
Time and space will not allow the writer to incite here an
adequate plan of presenting the project. However, in passing.
^4
the writer simply would like to state that the plan covers
three main points: the aims or objectives, motivation and
presentation. The aims are -- to help the child to better
understand the Easter story through the use of pictures; to
I
give him an opportunity for making good selections of Easter
pictures (in the future); and to develop in him a sense of
appreciation for the Easter message. Motivation or mindset
means putting the child in a receptive mood for appreciating
the project or lesson. This can be beautifully brought out
in letting the youth handle the cards for a while and then ask¬
ing them questions relative to the pictures. The presentation
takes place by presenting the story after the pictures have
been sufficiently discussed and the child’s interest is suffi¬
ciently aroused.
May: It is not a sincere mark of religious life to effect appear¬
ance and a negative attitude toward the gay things of life. Those
within the frame work of the Christian religion will certainly
reflect in their choice of recreation and personal disciplines
from within will determine how they react to the ’’lighter"
things in life, A good time is not to be shunned and much
pleasure is afforded in organized recreational group activities.
Many of these activities may be planned in or near the church
or in the homes of the members of the group. Unfortunately,
Camphor Memorial Methodist Church, like most of the churches in
Liberia, does not have any recreation buildings. The most logi¬
cal thing then to do would be to have the fellowship meeting in
the home of one of the members. This would serve to draw other
^5
youth into the fellowship. They however must be decided upon
by the group.
As May is a very rainy month, the group will have to plan
on some in-door activities or games. Such games as ”Bingo”,
"Checkers", Bible Quizzes plus African dancing games might make
the young people forget the bad weather on the outside and be-*
gin singing; "It is fair weather, when good fellows Get Together."
June; As June is also a rainy month, the meeting will have to
be held in-doors. The project of the group for June is story¬
telling. This more or less a follow up of the Easter project
with the exception of the use of pictures. Storu-telling is a
stimulative power for good, especially, when the story has to do
with the listener’s interest. The story must be supplemented
with songs. This an excellent technique used by most tribes.
There is hardly a story that is not indispersed with songs. The
main motive underlying the project is to encourage the Kroo
young people to appreciate their native fables, myths and legends.
Some stories which might be of interest to the group are; "How
Human Beings Got their Different Colors","The Greedy Spider,"Why
the Leopard has Spots, "The True Test of Greatness and "The Origin
of Man", The youth leader might start off by telling a story.
Maybe it is about the "Origin of Man". He begins thus; "Once upon
a time, every man was black. The big daddy (God), took steam out
of his mouth and blew it upon man to cook him black. The white
man ran off before he was cooked. The yellow and brown men stayed
longer, but both left before they were well cooked. The only one
who stayed until he was thoroughly done was the black man. He was
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therefore, the finished product and the image and likeness of
God.”
During the next meeting in June, the writer shall intro¬
duce the project for July which will be discussed and approved.
July 26; This is one of the few months of the year that all
Liberians are proud of. July 26, is our Independence Day — a
day when Liberia was recognized by the outside world as a free
soveiB-gn and independent state. Our first Independence Day
was July 26, 1^47* The theme for this month is patriotism. At
a special program based around this theme, there will be a
special lecture given either by the leader of the community of
Clara Town or by some other person. The lecture will be fol¬
lowed by a discussion. This technique might serve as a valua¬
ble medium for these young people to become better acquainted
with their country. It is the writer's hope that this program
might help to develop patriotic consciousness, of not only the
members present but all others who might be visiting or consti¬
tuent members, of the youth organization and also make these
young people to feel that they are part and parcel of Liberian
Democracy.
August 24; There is also another month that Liberians are proud
of. This is the month of August. The 24th of August is commonly
known to Liberians as Flag Day. It was the day when Susanna
Lewis and a few other ladies made the first flag of Liberia. The
theme for August is the same as for July. The nature of the pro¬
ject ought to be introduced and discussed in July. The flags are
to be made by the young people themselves. The materials to be
used are paper (any plain paper escept onion skin, some scissors.
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crayon. If not, blue-black ink and red pencil), paste and a
piece of straight stick, eighteen inches long. The time for
having the program will be decided upon by the group. At the
appointed date and hour, the yoimg people will assemble and the
flags will be brought forward and placed in a heap upon the
table. One of the members of t2ie group, who has been orientated
in the history behind the making of the flag, will make a little
speech after which the group will be given the flags and then
dismissed. Most Liberians are proud in hoisting the Liberian
Flag on the 24th of August, It is hoped that these young peo¬
ple will use their flags also as such,
September; The theme for this month is ’’Worshipping Through
Music”, Music plays a vital part in religious experience. It
is a medium of thought, feeling and emotion. Enthusiasm, joy,
longing, grief, sympathy, tenderness, love — each in turn finds ‘
expression in song. The comfort of hymns and religious songs
through the years, as a means of unburdening the hart unto the
Lord, is beyond realization. Happiness especially demands such
expression as the Psalmist has uttered: ”Make a Joyfiil noise
unto the Lord”,
Music has a certain religious influence upon the listener.
It is a delightful way of sharing experience and of giving plea-
s\are. It provides a feeling of unity and an atmosphere of happi¬
ness, It is a means of consolation and socializing. Children
like to sing together and they sometimes enjoy the singing one for
another. It is a means of welding individuals into a common emo¬
tional experience. Music, either played or sung, will create an at-
mosphere for worship more effectively than any other agency.
Children are very sensitive to the suggestion in the music.
They respond quickly to the march, skip, the dance, hymn or even
lullaby. Such songs as based upon nature, birthday, greetings,
festivals and special occasions and romance, find ready accept¬
ance with young people* Polk music also offer good material
because it Is pure music, simple and filled with real feeling
of childlike character.
This concept of the value and significance of music,
offers the necessity for this particular project. The African
is instinctively musical. He sings his every emotions. His
songs are religious and philosophical in nature. The writer
feels that the Kroos in partic^llar could make a contribution
by bringing to the ears of his fellowmen his most cherished and
sacred songs,
October; At a special meeting in September, the writer hopes to
Introduce the project for the month of October. It is to be the
one important time of the year when the young people of Camphor
Memorial Ch\n*ch bring in a constructive way, the fruits of their
labor so far as intellectual attainment of the year. It is
’’Annual Talent Hight” and the young people moist plan and fully
participate in it. This program is to be an incentive to encour¬
age in examining themselves to see what their most outstanding
area of achievement lies. Adolescent is the time for making
decisions for life; it is also a time when youth choose their
various careers. It is the writer’s wish that some young
person might, through this medium, discover his life work and
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contribution.
There are various ways In ?hich persons are gifted. A
person might have the ability to sing -- as such a solo or
duets (as the case may be) will be added. One person might
have a retentive memory while another might have the gift of
playing musical Instruments. All of these and many more might
become part of the total program. A special offering will be
lifted which will go towards purchasing gifts for the Christ¬
mas tree and decorations for the church.
ITovember; There will be two meetings in September. One will
be to discuss the Thanksgiving Day Project and the other, the
execution.of the Project.
The first Thursday in November is "National Thanksgiving
Day" in Liberia. Throughout the land. Thanksgiving Day will be
observed in memory of the first pioneers to Liberia. A
national worship service is usually held, followed by the shar¬
ing of the fruits of the earth.
The young people of Camphor Memorial Methodist Church,
must also share in this giving. If agreeable by the group,
each person will be responsible of bringing, vegetable, fruit
or fish, for the disabled, sick and underprivileged within the
community. The young people, as well as the writer, will be
asked to be on the alert for reporting those that are in need.
On the day appointed, the gifts will be assembled, blessed and
distributed among the needy.
Perhaps, a little outing might be planned by the group
during the last week in November. The time, place and nature
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of the picnic will he decided upon later*
December; Some one has said that ’’it is the spirit of out¬
going goodwill which mellows the atmosphere at each Christmas
time. This saying is logical. Christmas is a medium for
unselfish giving — thoughtfilL, generous, gracious giving. V/e
who are Christians and who believe in the spirit of Christmas
must txirn out thoughts to gifts that are worthy of being pre¬
sented to Jesusi to the consecrated giving of gifts toward
meeting the ne^s of others and trying to make them happy.
Christmas is a call to ”peace on earth and good will to all
men.”
During one of the meetings before Christmas Day, the
group will discuss the nature of the pogram for the month. It
is hoped however, that the program will include having a
Christmas tree and sharing gifts. Several committees will be
appointed for buying the gifts, decorating the tree, wrapping
the gifts and decorating the church. Most of the decorations
will be made by the group with whatever material is at hand.
At the time designated, the group will gather at the
church, have a little social hour in the chiirch yard or a more
convenient place, exchange simple greetings such as ”Merry
Christmas, Teetee”. After which the gifts will be distributed.
This, then, is the detailed presentation of the proposed
program for the young people of Camphor Memorial Methodist
Chxirch. The writer does not claim perfection in the planning
of this program. Rather, this is just the beginning — an
experiment that has never been attempted before in the parti-
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culap church in question# For this reason, the material
stands open to changes from time to time# It is the sincere
wish of the writer, that during the years to come, better
and more interesting programs will be given and that the
young people will have more to do with the planning, prepara¬
tion and participation of same.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
From the preceding pages, the writer has tried to give
in progressive steps, the siarrounding circumstances and factors
which ought to be taken into accotint in attempting to work out
a worthwhile and appreciative program for the youth of Camphor
Memorial Methodist Church* Realizing, that the story of the
Kroos, the group for whom the program is planned, cannot be
Intelligently iinderstood apart from their general historical
and cultiaral background, a comprehensive history of Liberia
has been given so that any observer might watch with steady
interest, the rise of the little Negro Republic from almost
nothing to a free, sovereign and independent state — a state
with a definite philosophy of life*
The discussion of the heritage of the Kroo tribe as well
as other groups of Liberians, was followed by a description
and analysis of the program of Camphor Memorial Methodist
Chruch at Clara Town* It was noticed that Clara Town was a
memorial gift to the Medist Chiorch and that it was at first
settled by a very few Kroos* The popiilation however, has in¬
creased over the years* Also, such factors as -- the church
or Christian Agencies education, the new Harbor, the political
and social institutions of Liberia, the influence of Liberian
students who have studied in the United States and Europe and
lastly — the potentialities and native abilities of the peo¬
ple themselves ~ are very influential in determining an effec¬
tive program for youth work in Camphor Memorial Methodist
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(Jhiirch. Thelp usefulness is felt most when the church seeks
to Interpret and \ise these factors through its program of
Christian education and nurtiire. This immediately suggests
several key persons who have a definite task in trying to
carry out the "divinely ordained process" of Christian educa¬
tion* Someone has wisely referred to teen-agers as the "design¬
ers of the future"* VHhat the future will be like will depend
in a large measure upon what these young people do with their
minds, hearts and bodies today. In them is the developing
pattern by which the world of tomorrow is to be fashioned.
This is a challenge which faces all teen-agers — it is a
challenge and a responsibility. The world of the future can
be no better than the quality of young people are and shall
persist in being — in their minds, in their lives and in their
bodies* Day by day, in their contacts with their families,
friends, strangers and with forces which tend to influence their
lives — either for good or bad — they are unconsciously de¬
signing the future and the future church* They are the primary
and immediate man power and leaders that any church cotild de¬
mand. The wise Pastor and Youth Worker will use this to an ad¬
vantage* Take the case of the Pastor for example: He can get
almost anything done, especially changes made, quicker through
young people than through children of pre-adolescent years and
older people. The pre-adolescent mind is too prematiare to
grasp the significance and necessity of making a change in the
program of the church; the adult is usually so "set" or stereo¬
typed in his thoughts and ways that to effect a change would be
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almost impossible. But, the young people are active; they
want to be doing things all the time. Hhey like independent
achievements and crave for adult sanctioning and approval.
They like independent achievements and crave for adult sanc¬
tioning and approval. They have entered the age in which re¬
ligion and the general attitude of the church might either be
a rich religious experience and sense of obligation or they
might be stumbling blocks to normal adjustments and the build¬
ing of character. Certainly, the wise Pastor ought to do every¬
thing to promote the program of Religious Education for the
youth of his church. Secondly, there is the parent. The cru¬
cial problem of Religious Education lies in educating the whole
family, not merely the child. The family must provide a whole¬
some environment in which the young person may grow up normally
— taking into account the characteristics of the development
of the adolescent at his particular stage of growth. They need
a sense of security and want to achieve worthwhile goals. Both
the home and the chtirch must help youth to find their rightful
places in the chtirch and society. Last, but not least, is the
youth leader or teacher — a consecrated, and well-trained
lovable person. The home, the church and the youth leader can
achieve very little as long as they are ignorant of psychologi¬
cal findings based upon youth and have an inflexible and "set”
concept towards youth in general.
With a solid education and an awareness of the needs and
interests of young people, comes the stimulus for finding out
ways in idiich the young people, in any local church, might make
their best possible contribution to their parents, church and
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society* Such a way might take the form of weekly or monthly
projects — similar to the proposed plan of youth work by the
writer* No matter what form it takes, it must help yoxing peo¬
ple to find themselves and to serve God by sharing the respon¬
sibility of their fellowmen* It is to the home, the church and
society that theyouth are looking for guidance along the paths
of life* They have a date with destiny; as Christian Leaders,
we must help them to keep that date constructively.
Recommendations;
In view of all that has been discussed in the preceeding
pages, the writer would like to make the following recoimenda-
tlons:
1. That an adequate educational program be set up at
Clara Town. After all, the youth can make very little
contribution when they are deprived of a good educa¬
tional program.
2. That oxxr schools in Liberia conduct more objective
sijrveys regarding the various phases of child develop¬
ment so that, more adequate and accurate objective
data may be available for meeting the needs and in¬
terests of young people,
3. That the entire program of Camphor Memorial Methodist
Church be revised to include the term ’’chtirch school”
rather than "Sunday School". There is a difference
between the two,
4. That the church give its youth their rightful places
so that they, too, may play their part in building
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the kingdom of God*
5. That both parent and youth worker have at least a
college education so that, being exposed to certain
fields as psychology, they might understand and come
to love youth better*
»
6, That the chtirch building be remodeled to include the
necessary place for recreation.
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